Every such i upon any such req : 
farce sha effect as if the same had been srr in ‘this. colony, and it shall not be peeessary 
to the validity thereof to execute any further contrapt in this eo 0 and the coolie 1mmigras 
tion to the sal deliver to each sb ‘a return embodying the terms of such contracts. 

ration Agent shall board every ship arriving in the colony with coolie« 

ieaigreate end bine ascertain and report to the jieutenant-Governor the-number of immi= 

sep ered in her, the state of their pe <8 a rene of deaths which have ocourred 
voyage, and whether the ns of the iy, under which such immi 

have Seen conveyed from India, have been "performed, vt ry said immigration agent shall 
thereupon assign the said iataigracte in the manner provided by*this law, and, till such 
assignment, shall provide them with proper and sufficient food and lodging: Provided that in 
such allotment the wishes of the immigrant shall, as far as possible, be ascertained and 
attended to, and that in no case whatever shall any husband and wife, nor any parent and child 
be allotted to different employers ; and pending and until such assignment the coolie must 
* work and obey the directions of the immigration agent, or such person, if required so to do by 
the immigration agent, or by the person in charge of the depdt. 

11. TheImmigration Agent shall keep a “ register,” in which shall be inserted the names 
of all coolie-immigrants who may be hereafter earn into this colony at the public 
expense, and shall nunfber each of such immigrants fr a particular number, commencing with 
the nomber next after the last number now recorded in the “register,” and ‘proceeding by 
numerical grogression, and shall distinguish therein, under different heads, the number, name, 
age, and sex of every sach immigrant, and the time when and the place from which, and the 

vessel in which, such immigrants sball have arrived, and also. the amount of monies, if any, 
Which may have been advanced to each i migrant previous to his embarkation, and which are 
to be repaid by such immigrant ont of his wages in this colony. 

12. It shall be lawful for the Coolie Immigration Agent to assign the services of any 
coolie-immigrants, who shall have exeeuted the usual bond binding themselves to serve the 
Natal Government, to any applicants who may desire such assignment, at such. rate of wages 
and on euch conditions as to wages and food, as may have been stipulated in India by the 
Agent toward such immigrant: Provided, however, that the assignment of females and. 
younger persons shall be only for such lighter varieties of labor as suvh female immigrant and 

r persons are fitted for: And provided always that in any such assignment no coolies 
mee assigned to any applicant-other than to the applicant who applied for coolies previous 
* to the Government sending for said coolies, until such applicant shall have received ‘the number 


applied for by him. 
18, The passage money of the said male immigrants introduced by any person at, his 
own expense, together with all other expenses chargeable in respect of them, shall be paid by 
the who made requisition for them to the Immigration Agent, before the immigrants 
shall leave the depét : sucl*persons shall, at the same time, pay to the Immigration Agent the 
passage money and other expenses chargeable upon him, for and in respectof such proportion 
of females as, accordi Teka rome shall be required to accompany the said m omi-+ 


from India; and such person shall, at the tame. of making. such payments, (be entitled 
to demand and receive, from the Immigration Agent, a certificate that such payments have 
been made, in whieh certificate eball be specified the amount paid, and the names and numbers 
of ‘the several male immigrants, in respect of whom such payment shall have been made. 
_ 14. The person in respect of whom the services of any coolie-immigrant shall be inthe 
instance assigned or transferred, shall be bound to dedact, by monthly instalm of four 
from the wages of such coolie-immigrant, the amount mentioned in each assignment 
ce a tosuch coolie-immigrant previous to his embarkation, and poy over the 
_amountso deducted to the Immigration Agent; and the monies so paid over shall be paid 
the | ion Agent to the Colonial Treasurer forthe benefit of the person by whom 
ier have been advanced ; Provided always that in case of default or neglect on the 
‘such other person to whom the services of any such coolie-immigrant shall be assigned, 
- gration Agent the amount of such monthly instalments on account of 
immigrants, the same shall be recoverabl 4 summary manner 
ae on compat to be laid in the name of the gration apc 
‘hose instance, or on whose requisition, any cool all be bro; 
and remove such immigrant if such person pet within thirty 
seven clear days, and if such person resides thirty miles or further from 
eres Epc after such immigrant shall fam arrived at the depdtat 
‘incase default.on the part of any such person or reqnisitionist to claim 
H ai cha agra or fourteen days, as the case may be, 
jist, shall pay om ae oe Agent, or iyo 
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* ‘ . 
nisitionist notifying the arrival of the vessel with coolies, and ‘Stating the probable number 
for requigitionist: And provided always that, should any sach seat irae 
rantine, the date of his arrival at the depd$ shall be taken to be the date of his release 
such qharantine, 4 sink ae 
16. In case any person at whose instance, or on whose requisition, any ‘coolie shall be 
brought into this colony, shall fail to claim and remove such ceolie-immigrant as shall be 
allotted to him within fourteen days from the dateeof his arrival at the depdt, it shall ai 
be lawfal for the Immigration Agent to assign any such coolie-immigrant to any other pers 
willing to accept such assignment: Provided alwhys that should the Immiyration Agent so 
assign any such coolie-immigrant to any other person, the payment of one shilling per diem, 
as in the preceding clause mentioned, for the cost and maintenance of sqch immigrant atthe 
depot, to the date of such assignment, shall be paid by the said person or requisitionist to 
whom the said coolie wus in the first instance allotted : And in case any such coolie-immigrant 
shall be so assigned to any such other pereon as aforesaid, he, the said other person, shall 
remove the said coolie forthwith from the dep6t, under a penalty of oneshilling and six pence 
per diem for each day the said coolie shall, by default of the said person, remain in depdtafter _ 
the date of such assignment, 2 
17. Any requisitionist may, with the leave of the Coolie, Immigration Agent, have any 
coolie-immigrant whom such requisitionist had applied for and who slfall be under a contract 
to serve him or to serve any.employer to whom he shoyld be allotted, transferred to any other 
person upon production of an affidavit to the Coolie Immigration Agent that no consideration 
‘of value had passed or been promised for such transfer. . 
18. If, after the date when this law shall come into operation, the estate on which any 
immigrant shall be engaged to work shall be sold, alienated, or transferred to, or si t 
by another person during the corrency of the contract, the immigrant shall be bound to per- 
form all the conditions of the contract to the new proprietor of the estate, who, in like 
manner, shall be held bound to perform the stipulations thereof incumbent upon the en + 
Provided always that this provision shall only apply to such contracts in which it be 
embodied. La 
19. Upon any new proprietor being substituted under a contract in terms of the fore+ 
ing provisions, the former employer will be entitled to be freed from the obligations ineum- 
it on him by the contract : Provided that he shall satisfy the Coolie Agent that the coolies 
will not suffer thereby, and provided that all arrears of wages be paid beforé the former pro- , 
prietor shall be so liberated. Asti 
20, Every employer shall keep, or cause to be kept, in such manner and form as "be \ 
directed by the Lieutenant-Governor in any rules or regulations to be issued in that behalf, a 
book to be called a “ wages book,” and such book, if duly and properly kept and regularly 
entered up in accordance with such rales or regulations, shall be admissible in evidence in any _ 
court as primd facie proof of the amoun® due for wages to any coolié employed upon the estate 
in respect of which such book shall be kept, and such book shall at all times be open to the 
inspection of the Coolie Immigration Agent. % vite 
21, Every person to whom the services of such coolie-immigrant may be assigned or 
transferred, bound to provide proper and sufficient medical care and proper aud suffi. 
cient medicine and attendance for such coolie-immigrants, and to keep, or cause to be kept, a 
“ general and medical register” book, in such manner and form as the Lieutenant-Governor 
may direct; and every employer who shal! neglect to retain a daly qnalified, ‘licen: 
raiest tmedical practitioner to attend upon the immigrants in his employ, or who shall 
or neglect 10 supply proper medicine or nourishment for any such immigrant when sick, or — 
who shall neglect to keep such general or medical register book, or who shall wilfully : 
any immigrant in hisemploy, or who shall {ail or neglect to supply to any such immigrant a 
article of iood or clothing, or to pay any wages to which such immigrant shall t 
shall, on conviction thereof before any court, forfeit and pay such sum not i : 
sterling for every offence as to the court shall seem fit, or in default may be 
imprisonment net exceeding thirty days: Provided always that it shall be at the | 
Jawful for the Lieutenant-Governor, if he shall see fit, to determine the contract of 
such immigrant, and also of any other immigrants in the employ of the same 
‘to assi; ch immigrants to some other person for the residue of the ori 
of such immigrants respectively. : 
| 22. In every case where a larger number tl 
or shall be, in service on any one estate, or on adj ry 
pation of, the same person, the owner or occupier of such estate or 
‘the Lieutenant-Governor, and when so required, shall be bound to have 
“estate, or on one or other of such estates, as the case may be, a | 
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shall be the of erfployer to send monthly a copy of the aforesaid 
register books 1g ee Agent, or to such pid as ee be appoi ) 

he snant-Governor ; provided that the forms of such returns be suppheg 
Government. 5 5) sh 
_ 24. Every coolie-immigrant whose services may be so Assigned or transferred, Shall be 
bound to continue to work for the person to whom his serwices shall have been so assigned or 
teansferred, notwithstanding that the estate of the person to whom his services may have been 
4 ed or transferred shall be sold or demised, save as in the eighteenth section provided : 
provided always-that ‘any person to whom ghe services of any coolie ne have been assigned 

trans |. may assign or gede the services of any such coolie, with the consent, in writing, 
the Immigration Agent, and such coolie shall be bound to serve such new master for the 
il ired term of his contract; and in casesof the death of any master or employer, the 
services of any such coolie of such master or employer shall endure for the benefit of the heirs 
and executors of any such master or employer. 
_ 26, Every such coolie-immigrant whose services shall be so assigned or transferred, in 
the ¢ ce of an express agreement to the contrary between such coolie-immigrant and the 
person entitled to his services under ench assignment or transfer, shall be bound to work for 
such person to whom his services may have been assigned for nine hours of each day, Sunday, 
-Good«Friday, Christaas-Day, and New Year’s Day, only exeepted: provided always that it 
shall be lawful for the Governor, with the advice of his Executive Council, from time, to time to 
make lations for allowing to Indian laborers such holidays, or days to be observed as 
religious festivals, as to bim shall seem fit. 
26, It shall be lawful for every person entitled to the services of any coolie-immigrant, 
any servant of such person, or for any constable to apprehend, withont warrant, such coolie- 
f int being fonnd at a distance of more than two miles from the residence of the person 
in respect of whom his services shall be due, without a written. ticket of leave, signed by the 
‘master or by some person duly authorized by him, and to cause such coolie-immnigrant to be 
taken back to such residence. 

27. It shall be lawful for the Immigration Agent, or resident magistrate, or any justice 
of the peace, or any police constable to stop any coolie-immigrant wherever he may find him, 
and also fur the owner or occupier, or the servant of any owner or vod of any land or 
honse to stop any such coolie-immigrant found upon or about such land or house, and if such 
i immigrant, being so required, shall fail to produce his certificate of residence, or a 
certificate of his discharge, or a written ticket of leave signed by his master or by some person 
‘duly authorized by him to whom his services may be due, to take such’ coolie-immigrant 
_ forthwith befure some neighbouring resident magistrate, and such resident magistrate shall 
_ forthwith enquire into the case ; and unless such ccolie-immigrant shall make it appear, to the 

tisfaction of such resident magistrate, that he has completed such residence, or obtained sach 

discharge, or that he is absent from the estate or residence of the person in respeet of whom 

his services shall be dae, with the leave of his master, or the manager, or other person in 

charge of such estute, then and in such case such resident magistrate shall make an order for 

_ the immediate committal of such coolie-immigrant to prison with hard labor for any term not 

exceeding fourteen days; and shall communicate to such master or employer the fact of such 
committal and the-date of making the same, and the term of such imprisonment, 

28. When a coolie shall lave been tiree several times convicted and suffered imprisons 

ut for the offence of absence from his master’s service without a written ticket of leave, and 

it shall not appear to whom such coolie’s services are lezally due under assignment, it shall be 

for the Coolix Immigration 4 gent to assign the services of sucii coulie to any person who 

b 8 be willing to accept ond pay the ‘charges of such wsignment; and if no person shall 

; + ‘such assignment within ten days from the release of such co lie {rom prison, the Coolie 

gration Avent shall assign the services of such coolie to the Colonial Government for 

in any public works: provided always that on every such case of re-assignment 

jt shall, when it can be ascertained to whom such Coolie was orginally assigned; 

employer the sums paid by him consequent upon the original assigninent 

the sum of five shillings per month for each month such coolie served such 

aaa that atter such re-assignment the original employer shall not be liable 

of payment accruing after such re-asgigninent ; and Pent further, that 

employer shall elvet, he may call upon the Cooli igration Agent to 

issignment and to have restored to him the services of such coolie, and such 

to render such original one actual service for the time he was 

Thalfigeatited eters sop to bin by ts Cos immaigggeon 

Il be enti to repaid to hii e jie ion it 

don such second es net minus the sum of five shillings per 

0 all have served such seoond employer, mi 
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be retained by the employer out of any wages which may be dée by him to such immigrant) 
previous to such absence, or which may be doe thereafter : provided that, in the evett of a 
complaing being made by such immigrant on account of the non-payment of wages so retained 
before any resident mavistrate, the employér shall be,bound to se such reterftion to the 
satisfadtion of the tesident magistrate: provided, also, that should sack unlawful absence exceed 
twenty-five days. in any one year, the employer may claim in lieu of such period of absence, 

or any portion thereof, a prolongation of the contract for a period équivalent to two days for 

80 many several days of such unlawful absence as*shall not have eilgectatl such immigrafft to. 
aforesaid ; the immigrant to receive during,such prolongation of the eoutract at 

- the same rate, and allowances on the same daily scale, as he would have been entitled to during: 

the period of unlawful absence which shall haveroccasioned such prolongation of the contract, 

/ 80, Any immigrant, as aforesaid, who shall be guilty of any miscondust, or pructise any 
frand or deception in the performance of any work which he is bound to perform, or shall Bs 
negligence or other improper conduct lose, throw away, or damage the poner of bis. 
employer, or shall endanger such property by the careless use of fire, or shall wilfully maim, 
sate or cruelly ill-nse any live-stock or cattle belonging to his employer or entrusted to his 
care, or hy negligence shall suffer to be maimed, wounded, or cruelly ill-used any such cattle or 
live-stock, shall, on, conviction before avy court, suffer such punishment, by fine or imprison= 
ment until tho same be paid, or imprisonment with or without hard labowfor the whole or any 
part of such imprisonment, not to exceed thirty days, as to the said court shall seem fit, 

31. Every employer of :coolie-immigrants shall, within ten days alter the 3Qph day. 
June and 31st day of December in each year, send in to the Imnngration Agent a traeand: 
correct return, according to the form to be prescribed by regulation, of al! such registered — 
coolie-immigrants who may have been in his employ at any time during the preceding six. 
months, specifying the name and sex of each such immigraut, and whether such immigrant 
shall be under a written agreemeut for labor or not, and the date of such agreementy the 
number of days’ labor performed by each immigrant, and the number of days during which he 
shall have absented himself from his work, and also of all deductions from the original 
of immigrants under written contract, which shall have taken place within the last preceding. 
six months, by death or desertion; and also of the births of any children among such immi~ 
gems, specifying the ages and sexes of such children, with such remarks as may be required 

showing the state and condition of such immigrants. i 4 

82. It shall be lawful for the Lientenant-Governor from time to time to require from 
every employer of any such registered immigrants such further returns as the Denmuaste 
Governor may see fit to direct, as to the number, state, and condition of such regi 1" 

» grants; and every such employer shall be bound to send in such retarn to the Immigration 
ba hy or other person duly appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor for that/purpose, within one 

ndar month next after he shall have been notified so to do. Wel 7 

88. It shall be lawful for the Coolie Agent, and other persons duly authorized by the 
Governor for that purpose, and such Coolie Agent or other person duly authorized is hereby 
required, twice at least in every year, to enter into.and upon every estate or place where 
such registered immigrant may be employed, and to inspect the state und condition o! all 
repieeesl juoniccente whom he may find upon such estate, and enquire into ay Ce 
which the employer may have against such immigrant, or such immigrant may ‘against 
his employer, and shall ascertain whether such immigrants are properly treated, and’shall report _ 
the result to the Governor. Noe 

84, Every person who shall obstruct such Coolie Agent or other person duly’ authorised 
by the Governor for that purpose, in entering upon any estate where any such immi: r 
shall be employed, or shall be by such eovlie agent or person duly authorised by the G 
for that purpose, reasonably supposed to be employed, or shall wilfully do any act %, 
such Coolie Agent or other person duly authorised by the Lieatenant-Governor for that: se, 
may be prevented or obstructed in respecting the state and condition of any such: reg 
immigrant whom he may find on such estate; and gvery: employer of any such rey ist 
immigrant, who shall fail to send in to the Immigration Agent or other person “daly 
by the Lieutenant-Goveruor for that purpose, such balt-yearly return as afuresaid, or shall 
neglect or refuge to send in such further return as may be required by the Governor 
one calendar month after such perspn shall have been notified: so to do, or shall w 
any false retarn, shall, on conviction thereof before any court, forfeit and spay 
exceeding ten pounds sterling for-every such offence as to the court shall seem fit, 
shall we liable to imprisonment not exceeding thirty days, Kit 

85, If it shall appear to the Coolie Immigration Agent on any visit next p 
termination of the indenture of any immigrant, that any immigraut has been 
impris during his existing term of service, the said ie Imm 
renew such indenture for such furiher term of service as such immigrant may hav 
‘been imprisoned; and he may from, time to time re : 

i 5 rakoagliene javirat 8 itled to any. rial 
have faithfully performed such further term of service as aforesaid 














| be made on the person to whom the services of any such coolie shall have been anigned in 
ly trans- 


mnt shall have such indenture renewed or be compelled to perform such further 
The shall be acquidted of the offtuce charged, or if the criminal or civil process or 
under whielr he was imprisoned shall have been subsequently set aside ot P 
4f his master or émployer shall have elected to exact the fine by law provided in certain E 
Hien of suth prolongation of service. . of y 
86, If any persom shall harbour or receive into his employment any coolie-imrtigrant 
towhose services any other person may be entitled under any assignment or transfor of services 
then unexpired and in force,'every such persgn, on conviction before any court on the complaint 
of tite Immigration Agent or of the person entitled to such services, and which complaint may 
be mode at any’ timg within twelve calendar nmionths next after the day on which such coolie- 
immigrant may be so employed, ehall forfeit. and pay the'sum of ten pou ing, and to 
the person entitled to such services under suclassignment the sum of eight shillings for each 
day during: which such coolie-immigrant shall be so harboured or employed. Unless the 
so harbouring or receiving into bis employment any such coolie-immigrant as aforesaid 
f isfacti h person used proper diligence to ascer- 
tain whether such coolie was at that time unde: ignment. 
$7. Any person who shall harbour or receive into his employment any coolie, whether 
‘female, whose term of industrial service shall not have expired, or which male or female 
coolie have been assigned or alloted to any other person, or which male or female coolie 
may he in receipt of, ar entitled to receive, wages from any other person, shall be liable to the 
penalties specified in section 36 of this law, unless such coolie shall have been daly assigted 
or allotted to such person by the Immigration Agent: provided that one-half of the penalty 
‘fied in enid section 36, may be awarded to the informer through whose’ informa- 
shall hava been convicted: and provided, further, that nothing in this clause 
apply to acoolie, whether male or female, who has a proper pass, the period of leave in 
which is then unexpired. " ; i a E 
88, Any person on whose premises. any assigned coolie may be found without @ pass may 
send information to that effect to the nearest resident magistrate, and the said resident 
magistrate shall take steps to have such coolie brought before him, te be dealt with according 
to the provisions of this law. ; i ’ 
| $9. All prosecutions for harbouring coolies shall be made at the instance of the coolie 
Immigration Agent, on complaint made by the employer entitled to the services of suchy 
‘goolies, or by any informer ; and if that officer shall decline to prosecute he shall be bound 
to state, in writing, to such coolie employer or informer his reasons for so declining ; in 
which event such employer or informer shall be entitled forthwith to institute any such prose- 
eution in his own name, = p 
40, respect to any male statute adult coolie-immigrant to be henceforth brought into 
this colony, there shall, upon each and every assignment, be paid to the Immigration Agent 
‘or to such other person as the Lientenant-Governer may from time to time appoint, for and 
on account of this Government, by the person to whom the services of any such coolie-immi- 
grant shall be assigned, foreach and every such coolie so assigned, a yeaily sum of three 
mn ing for each year of the term of assignment, which said annual payment shall be 
Frade in advance ; that is to say, on the date of the assignment a sum of three pounds; and 
‘atthe commencement of each following year, reckoning from the date of the contract or 
‘assignment, a like sum of three pounds: provided always, that no demand for payment shall 



























































respect of any such coolie who shall have died or whose services shall have been legal 
ferred from any such personor employer, prior to the date of the next annual payment 


| 41, -Itshall be lawful for any person to whom such male adult coolie shall be assi; 
himself from any annual payment as aforesaid, by the payment to the Immigration 
<aid in one sum of two-thirds, of the entire sum in respect of the passage money 
penses chargeuble on such coolie, and also the expense chargeable on him for 
respect of such proportion of females and childern as, according to regulation, shall 
° required to agcompnny the male immigrants from India. 
‘Each and every aloresiid annual payment to be made in respect of each immigrant 
dor transferred shall be paid,on the date of its-becoming due, to the Goalie 
«nt or to such other person as the Lieutqnant-Govervor may from time to 
bemg made by him; and in case any such payment shall 
whieh the same shall be due, there shall be payable, in adi 
) OF Fooly three pounds, by the person to whom the services of any covli 
r f , @ penalty of five shillings for each and every month, or portion of 
such pay sail be overdue and shull remain unpaid: provided 
in no case accumulate beyond an amount equal to the instal- 
ich such pe shall be incurred ; and i r, 
interfere with, or in anywise 
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43. In any case where any coolie-immizrant shall haye deserted — 
employer, and shall not have returned, no more thin one year’s ihstalment and penalt 
sun pe shall be claimable by the Government from the employer in respect 

riod of nm, tr r brit 

vail ‘When all or a large, number of "the coolies employed upon the samé ‘state shall 
al themselves from their employment without leave, for the purpose or on the pretence of 
making any complaint against thetr employer, such coolies, or some one or more of them, 
in the discretion of any competent court, be pee: to panishment by fine not exceeding 
pounds sterling, or by imprisonment for any perio! not exceeding two months, whether 
complaint shall or shall not be adjudged to be groandless or frivolous, gnd- tbtwithstendin 
thatisuch complaint may be successfal. - eth acee 

45. On the expiratian of the first five years after his introduction into this color 
coolieimmigrant who shall have so served unter contract of service as aforesaid, shall beak. 
Tiberty to hire or dispose of his services or to change his residence in the Sante pike nee as any 
other laborer not being a coolie-immigrant; and the provisions of ordinance’ 
entituled an ordinance “for regulating the relative rights and duties of masters, servants, a 
apprentices,” shall extend and apply to such coolies and their employers in such ‘and the same 
manner ar if the applicable sections thereof had been herein expressly re-enacted, save and 
except in those casdswhere any such coolie-immigrants shall elect to be re-indentured in manner 
hereinafter provided; and provided always that if any coolic-immigeant should be desirous. 
that the time within which he is entitled to a free passage back to India should be extended 
to a longer period than is provided by this law, the Covlie Immigration Agent gnay, upon 
application to him for the purpose, grant such extension for such period, and on such terms and 
conditions, as may be directed by the rules and regulations which the Lieutenant-Governor is 
hereinafter authorised and empowered to frame and issue for the bettercarrying out of this law. — 

46, Every coolie-immigrant shall be entitled to a free passage back to India who shall 
have resided ten years in the colony, and during the said ten yéors shall have completed an 


industrial residence of five years : provided always that no such free passage shall be granted 


unless applied for within three years of the term at which it shall have become due, 


47, When any question shall arise whether any coolic-immigrant has completed a — 


residence of ten years within this colony, the burden of proof shall Jie on the coolie-immigrant 
vor other person alleging that such coolie-immigrant has completed such residence. it 
48. The Licutenant-Governor shall give to each applicant for a return passage at least 
fourteen davs’ notice of the period ot which such passage will beifered him, see 
49. There shall be paid to every eoolie-immigrant, who shall become. entitled to: a. 
passage to India, the sum of ten shillings for every calendar month which shall intervene 
the expiration of two months from the date of his application for such = rer ‘and his 
receiving an actual offer of, or opportunity for the same: provided that should the Government 
‘or any private person offer such coolie employment during that period at the current rate of 
wages, he shall not be entitled to such allowance. mit 
50, The Governor may provide a return passage, at the exponse of the colony, for an; 
coolie-immigrant who may have become unfit for labor at any period of his ‘dusted 
residence. Sec SM 
61, When any coolie-immigrant shall be desirous to commute his right toa free passage 
for the value in land to the amount of the cost of such passage, and the Lientenant-Governor 
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shall see fit to’ grant to such immigrant out of the crown lands of the colony a piece mea cakig | 


of land equal in value, at the upset price of crown linds, to the amount of ‘cost 
return passage; such immigrant shall have the same in lieu of his right tora f 

52. It shail not be lawful for any coolie-immigraut introduced into this volony | 
public expense, to depart rom this colony without a license in writing, signed by. the: | 
gration Agent; and every master or other person iv charge of any vessel, who shall k 
receive or warbour on board such vessel, or agree to receive on board such vessel 
invention of carrying out of the colony, any such coolie-immigrant whose name shall 
in such register, and who shall not have obtained sua) license, ball, on conviction : 
Welore a fonder mngistente, forfeit aud pay the eam of twenty-potnde wterigg: lan! 
every such cioli¢-immigrant whom he shall have received, or harboured, or agreed t 
with said intention as aforesaid. viele a 

58. No license to leave this ¢olony shall be delivered by the Immigration 
such coolie-immigrant until he shall have completed an industrial residence 
within this colony as her inbefore provided, unless the Lieutenant-Governor 
order i writing under his hand for the return of any such covlie-immigrant 
whence he may have come, before the expiration of the said term of fi rs 

54. Any coolie-immigrant who shall falsely and fraudulently 

a resiuence of ten yeurs within this colony, or who: shull wil 

certificate of residence or discharge which shall have been 


nt, or who shall lend or pledge his certifieat 
users and any so arc D 





ane shal, on conn thereof before any court, be imprisoned with hard labor 
for , not exceeding ghree calendar months, as to the said court shall seem fit, 
$5 respect of all ships leaving the colony with return immigrants, the Immigration 
Agent ere aa all the duties imposed on immigration officers in ‘England by the, Passen- 
'. . ” 

Saar a Every immigrant who may have completed, or who my hereafter complete, th’ term 
‘of gervice under indenture for which he was indentured on, leaving India for this oolony, or 
whose indenture may have been, or may herealter be, duly cancelled, shall be enti to 

and receive from the Coolie t, “free of yebarge, a certificate of industrial service ; 
jion of such certificate shall he evidence of such immigrant being released from 
jion to perfornt further service in this colony under indenture. 

_ 617, Every immigrant who may possess or,be entitled to acertificate of industrial service, 
may, if such immigrant think fit to do so, enter, into an indenture of service for a further term. 
of one year’s service, and so from time to time at the expiration of each such further term of 
service ; and avers such renewed indenture of service entered into, by any minor immigrant 
shall be good aud valid,and of the same force and effect as the indenture of service of any 

_ adult immigrant : and all the provisions of this law, with respect to immigrants under inden- 
ture, shall apply to all such renewed indentures ; such renewed indentures shall be signed in 
the presence of the Coolie Immigration Agent, and shall be in the form in schedule D, or as 
near thereto as may 

58, Bvery such farther term of industrial service shall commence and be computed from 
the day of signing such contract, and there shall be paid to such coolie-immigrant by each 
such employer, such sum by way of bounty or bonus, if any, as may be agreed upon between 
such as and such employer, such sum to be paid before the signing of the contract 
or indenture, 
59. Every immigrant entering into any such renewed indenture, shall be deemed to be 
an immigrant within the meaning and subject to the Hori ns of this law ; and the provisions 
‘this law, so far as they are applicable thereto, shall extend to all employers entering into 
any such contract or indenture. 

60. All monies due to the Government under the provisions of this lawshali be, and 
are hereby declared to be a first charge on the estate of the person by whom the same shall be 
payable, and all such monies shall be a first charge, and shall take priority of all charges and . 
ineumbrances whatsoever and whensoever made, upon and over the property moveable and 
immoveable, in respect of which the coolies wore employed, in respect of which coolies such 

* monies are payable : provided, however, that no such priority shall extend to fines imposed = 
and provided, further, that such claims so due to Government. shall have been’ demanded, and 

proceedings taken to recover the same within six months from the time that the same 


‘due, or in'the event of the pone’ of the debtor, that the same shall have been daly 
, 


in the estate within a like peri 
can be proved. : 
~ 61, All monies due to coolies for wages shall be a first, charge upon, and shall take 
fiovity of all charges and incumbrances whatsoever and whensoever made upon and over 
Bee ecioners property, moveable, and immoveable, in respect of which such coolies were 
employed, save and except monies due to Government under the preceding section: provided, 
that such claims for w: shall have been demanded, and legal proceedings taken to 
recover the same within six months from the time that the same became due, or in the event 
of the insolvency of the employer, that the same shall have been duly proved in the estate 
within a like period, or within such period as other debts in the estate can be proved. 
62. All monies perible on the assignment or transfer of the services of such immigrants, 
i nee , shal] be recoverable, in a summary manner, before any court, on com- 
Jaid in the name of the Coolie Agent, or on the complaint of the employer, when 
‘be payable to such employer. 
lie Immigration Agent shall pay over to the Colonial Treasurer all monies 
“which maybe by such Immigration Agent under this law, and all such monies paid to 
“the Colonial Government under this law shall be carried by the Colonial Treasurer to a sepa- 
“rate account, to be called the “Immigration Fund,” and shall be appli to the payment of 
aries of officers and all other expenses incurred in virtue of this law for the general pu: 
n and an account o allsuch monies shall be gnnually laid before ‘he Loislative 


eee 
coolie-immigrant shall be liable, whilst under indenture of service in terms of 
isc for debt, neat Soe not be ieee any Mailer obaash age 
sh hit OF ay is or chat! i continuance of 
Re rear o ring iee 


contrary no! ig. 
d of the Immigration Agent to any assignment or transfer 
nt, or to any certificate ether donveatd oantionnata 


or Within sach period as other debts in the estate 








j. Tt shall be the duty of the Immigration e p i 

propesrrotsoy coolie-immigrant who shall die in this. oolony, apd: (with, the sanction 
jovernment) to deliver all such property ‘to. any. person in the, yet 

right to he same, or, in the absence such person, totum, the roperty into m 
and the proceeds into the Colonial Treasury, in pres that the same may be ,remi! 
the fo As or persons in India or elsewhere who,shall be éntitled. therefo, : ake 
67. Any information laid, or ‘complaint or charge made under the provisions of this law, 
I Igid or made. before the resident magis ral , or any brinch court for, the county 
or division in which the offence may be allege, to have been epminitted, or in’ which the cuuse. 
of complaint or charge may be alleged to arisen, or into which the party offending may 
arrive ; or before any person appointed, ox who, may ‘Hereafter be appoi by the Lieutenant-— 
Governor to carry out the provisions of the mister and: servants’ ordinance in virtue of law 
No. 28, 1865, entituled law “ to facilitate the ination of: complaints between masters 
and servants,” and it shall. and may be lawful fox such magistrate, court, or person, if it shall 
seem fit to do so, and if both parties l be’ present, forthwith to hear, try, and i 









n such information, complaint, or charge in a summary manner : provided always that such: 
eta shall be ibjeck to the review provided by the 15th section of ordinance No. 16, 
Te46, entituled an ordinance “ for creating resident magistrates within the district. of Natal, 
and provided that ihvall cases in which any such information or complaint has been laid, or 
harge made, by the employer of any immigrant or by the plantation er estate.on which any 
immigrant may be located, against such immigrant, such employer or manager need not be 
present at the hearing of such information, complaint, or charge, if there be any. overseer from 
the said plantation or estate to conduct the case, unless such employer or manager b€ a material 
witness on the part of such immigrant at the hearing of any such information, complaint, or 
charge, in which case such hearing shall be postponed in order that such employer. or manager. 
may appear and be examined as a witness. 
68, ‘The execution of every judgment, so brought, in review or appealed from shall be 

ded in case the person convicted shall immediately enter into a recognizance before the 
magistrate (which Hae ig magistrate is, hereby authorized and required to take), himself in 
the penal sum of ten pounds, with two sufficient sureties in the penal sum of be 
sterling, upon condition to prosecute such appeal or review with effect, and to abide the final 
result thereof, 

. 69. All penalties imposed by thig law, and which shall be regoyered shall, save and ext 
such:portion as may have been awarded, under, section, 37 to, Le sae’ te partial te a 
Colonial ‘Treasuty, and: unless remitted. shall be carried to the credit of the Immigration Fund: 
provided that the Lieutenant-Governor may in any case, award, the whole or any portion of 
ereealiy imposed and recovered to any person. or. persons upon whose information the 
offimder: was convicted, 

70. It shall and may be lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor with the adyice of his | 
executive council from time to time, and at all times, to frame, make, and issue, and to 
amend, alter, vary, or annul, as occasion may require, such rales, and regulations as maybe 
deemed necessary or expedient for the, following purposes. connected, with, this ian, and not 
inconsistent with the provisions of the same, that is to say -— 

‘The officers of the coolie immigration department and their duties, 

Applications from persons wishing to introduce or engage coolie-immigrants, 

Security to be furnished by requisitionists, 6 

‘The transference of immigrants'from requisitionists-to other persons, s 

‘The management and periodical inspection of all hospitals for coolies. wa 

The quarantine of coolie-immigrants; for the control, mans and em} A a8 . 

coolie-immigrants during their stay in the depOt ; for the eg of pi itdeemed 
necessary, conferring special powers upon) resident magistrates, constables, and others — 

in reference to and in order to facilitate the arrest of absconding coolies or eoolies 
found at a distance from their employer's residence without passes or tickets of leave; 
regulating the. procedure to be.observed on the relense of eoolies from prison and the 
restoring, them in custody ; directing notice of such release to be transmitted to the 
echplaxeng. Pl such coolies, or otherwise published, and reguleting all other ' 

and things connected thérewith. beri 2 ae 


As to the manner and form in,which-a “wages book” is ty be kept by e 
“medical ns 













eoolies ; and as to the manner and form in which. regis! 
by each employer, of ,cooli 


By 


ena i by eu 

And génerally for all porpares eonnectal' ‘with this lay. 
per y such rules and régula pepe me any pen | not exceeding two pounds sterling in he 
may. “for _any breach thereof, a iy a ch ar an sal 

ey Se Council at its next meeti 
, the: Soi Goveroe”/and“ Tiaatenant-doverno?” 
ntstering thé goverhment of the colony, “andthe 
‘words “any all wi Include Yhe courts and branch courts “of the resident 
et lend of the county = bie in which the immigrant shall reside, and the words 
“Tmmigration Agent” shall include the Coolie Agent, or any other person appointed by the 
Government to act in suth \capacity. 
72. This law shall commence afid take effect from and after the promulgation thereof 
_ in the Government Gazette, and may, for all purposes, be vited as the “ Boole w Consoli- 
dation Law, 1869.” 










_—_ 
“SCHEDULE A. 
REQUISITION. 
I, mb undersigned réquisitionist, request: the Coolie Immigration Agent to A the steps 
required by law for obtaining for me, from the presideney of >. male immigrants 
octets ieee in India to be employed by me on their arrival at Natal for employment, as the 
> i be} as on the estate, in the county of yin the colony of 


I undertake to give to each immigrafit Who shall engage with me in virtue of this 
requisition the wages and allowances following for the wages and allowances fined oy the 
\Government seale in force at the time of' engagement, as the case may be. 


© "The said wages shall be paid in money montiily. 
4 lodging and medical, care shall also ‘e furnished by me to the ‘said immi 
‘Lappoin A.B. my special agent [or, J appoint no dpteial agdnt, as the ease ‘milly Beye” 


C.D, Requititioniat, 
Phe dbove reqiiisition hus been ‘retéived by Me this ‘aay of 548° 4 
SA Tore y 
t ny Coolie Immigration Agent. 








: SCHEDULE B. 
cone rented Government of Natal, entered into under requisition from the Coolie Immigration 
Agent at Natal. 


to Natal, hi mney cates to 
tay te ali be alldtted by the ie f Natal, 
i se or the ‘of our in Natal ; that we 
a 










Bees eesus teeecasee eohoccrone spent and 


{8 ont scale of rations and allowances here.] 
lodging and medical care shall be supplied to us during 














‘ ‘The above contract was explained in my presence to the said emigrant ta, and 
thom before me thiss rap Bis 8 


i Natal Emigration A 


vy SCHEDULE C. 4 S| 

« Special contract for Natal, entered into under requisition No, dated ‘gi. | 

Wr, the undersigned, emigrants from hereby en, toservens on 

* the estate called y in the County of vin the solony of Natale foe’ tha 
period of five years from the date of the registration of this contract by the Coolie Immigra- 


tion Agent at Natal ; provided that we shall receive monthly, in money, the wages stated 
hosel opposite to our respective names, and tho allowances Arete arn 


[Here specify atlowances.] 


Provided, also, that proper lodwing and medical care shall be supplied to us, And 
further agree that it the above-mentioned estate be sold, alienated, or transferred to 
person, or succeeded to by another person, before the expiration of our service, 
such other person according to the terms of this contract; such new employer 
bound towards us in all the stipulations and obligations incumbent upon the 
replaced by him, > * 

















behalf of ys 4 0f T acoapt the gervi above-mentioned 
ae ee gervices 

‘emigrants on th ee AS ara ey an pee oh +25 

etd ty ; t ‘ vs wos e A Boge Foe hae 

sk s oe en lek ea Se Special Agent, 

es ‘The above contract’ was fully explained to the above-mentioned emigrants Monat 


#3 @ special agent, to A, B.» the special agent] in m nice this 

Seittakinn: : 

CHa Pw, eng a c.D, “eas i 
i Natat Emigration Agent, t 

. aioe | 

<i SCHEDULED. 

ES [FokM ov RENEWED INDENTURE BY FRED COOLIE.] 

’ [Law No.  , 1869.) 4 
_*- Br it remembered that on this day of 1s, A.B. of 


and C, D., codlie-immigrant, No. appeared before me, H, C, 8., Coolie Immigrati 
Agent; a terms of law No. F; 1869, entituled, &c.), "and in my ‘presence sat thas 
[names or marks] to tho following contract of service — 


‘The said A. B. to hire tha services of the said C. D., and the said C. D. agrees to y 
render to the said A. B, his services in the capacity of for one year [or months, 
as the case may be} commencing from the day of signing these presents. 
(‘And it is farther agreed between the said parties that the said C, D. shall be employed in 
the said capacity for six days in each week, save as in the coolie laws is mentioned, and that 
~ the hours of labor shall not be more than nine hours daily, between sunrise and sunset, “ 
. a break of at least one hour for rest. 
And it is further agreed between the said parties that the said A. B, shall pay to the said 
C. D., as such servant as aforesaid, wages at and after the rate of steel hes month, 
for the remuneration of the services of the said C. D., and that such wages shall be paid on 
the first and fifteenth days of each month. i 
And lastly, the said A. B. doth hereby bind and oblige himself to give, it, and ba | 
‘to and for the said C.D., and for such families as may be allotted, and comic ile i 
» lodging, wholesome and suitable food, and proper medical attendance and medicines dnring she 
“period for which this present contract is made (subject to deductions from the wages =e 
4 _ said C, D, at the rate of shillings per annum for medical attendange, and at the fate 
“of shillings annum for lodging and food) and otherwise to observe and fulfil all 
_ the conditions and obligations of the coolie laws of the colony so far as the same are icable 
to this contract and agreement. ‘ " | 
‘The preceding agreement was signed by the abovenamed. parties in my presence (in con- J 
formity with the provisions of the Law No. » 1869) on the day and year above written, = 
voluntarily, the same being, sofaras Lam able to judge, fully understood by them respectively, 
diate H.C.8;, i 


Coolie Immigration Agent, 










Tcenmry that the foregoing is a true transcript of a Bill passed by the Legislative 
Council on the 14th day of September 1869, and which I have reserved for the signification 














‘of Her M ’s pleasure thereon, 3 i 
; baie under my hand at Government House, Natal, this 22nd day of September 1869. 
{ { ROBT, W. KEATE, 
\ | Lieut,-Governor. 
aa 
| Btatement on “Coolie Law Consolidation Law, 1869? 


‘measure Was introduced by the Government, and its main object is to re-enact in 
‘many enactments at present in force in this bolony relating to Indian immigrants, 
aon , Various alterations and in the provisions of the 


‘meeting of employers of coolies was held in the County of Victoria 
1g those provisions, and it was resolved to petition the Government: 
the of enquiring into and reporting upon the same, — ay 

“commission was appointed accordingly, and in the following 
d . After taking the evidence of planters i 
oolte laws of other colonies, the 

: which report 


ieoah item smear aries ao ed 





In all cases, where no objéction appeared to efist to a1 provision of the 
ing laws, the clauses of the repealed laws have, as far as | 1, been re-enacted werbatinn ‘and 
a cases where amendment appeared desirable, the provisions of laws of other colonies have 
mn 5 aa ai oy 
Een to simplify the'law, ample powers have been conferred apon the Governor with 
‘the advice of the Executive Council to frame regulations. : Recent 
‘The sections relating to the mode of application to Governinfent for codliés are new, and 
were taken from the Mauritius Ordinance No. 16, 1862. f 
"A provision has been introduced that in the case of a coolie deserting, no more thgn one 
year’s instalment shall be claimable by Government in respect of such period of desertion. 
The despatch of the Right Hon’ble the Sevretary of State, No. 62, dated 31st January 
1868, and the previous despatches on the same subject, were carefully ‘considered, and the 
penalties to be imposed upon coolies absenting themselves from work without, cause have by ~ 
section 29 been re-adjusted in conformity with the terms of that despatch, ‘ 
‘The subjectof hospital accommodation for coolies likewise received careful considerat 
and the despatch of the Secretary of State, No. 49, dated 24th December 1867, 
legislation on this subject, gave rise to the section 22 which empowers the lover~ 
nor-to require that @ach employer of more than 20 coolies shall provide ‘a hospital upon his 
aire ti cone the 70th section the Governor is empowered to regulate ‘the management ‘of 
2 ie vi 
The Det section requires that every employer shall‘keop a medical register 3 
The fines hitherto imposed upon employers in default of paying inétal ments to Government 
for coolies, viz., one shilling for each day’s delay, were excesvive, atid have been redueed by 
section 42 to five shillings per month, with a proviso that the fine shall not accumulate in any 
case beyond the amount of instalment overdue, 
~ -, The 20th section requires every employer to keep a wages book, and enacts that sueb 
Book, if kept as required, shall be primd facie evidence of monies due for wages. ‘ 
{ ‘The evil effects which have been produced amongst codlies by the excessive dee of wild 
+ ‘hemp (eannabdis sativa) induced the commission to reeoinmend the introduction of a provision. 
i ‘upon this‘subject, and the 70th section empowers the Lieutentint-Governor to issue i 
a {, regulations against the smoking of this plant. \ 
Various other improvements have been introduced in the laws regulating the management 
of cooliés. Apart, however, from the amendments made, the advantage of such an unifiea- 
. ‘tion of the law is self-evident ; and, viewing the measure in its entirety, Iam of opinion that 
itis ono of public utility and convenience, and that it may properly receive the Royal assents. 


Pp : M. H. GALLWEY, 
October 14th, 1869. Attorney General, 




















Eilvact of letter from the Emigration Commissioners, to Sm ¥. Roeuns,—dated the 14th 
January 1870, i , 

“Tue second Bill is, as its title implies, in great measure a mets consolidation of the 
Jaw (eight in number) passed between 1856 and 1857 to regulate the introduction of 
from India. Some additions, however, have been introduced from the Mauritius and 
India Laws and Ordinances on the satne subject. Thus, the provisions as i 
immigeants and their engagement in India are copied in substance from the 
nance of 1862. The provision in regard to hospitals and medicines is 
force in the West India Ovlonies, and supplements the proviviun ih the Law 
reenacted in n 21, which enly required medical’care and the employmient of a daly 

er, The penalty on immigrants absenting themselves. Without cause: 

accordance with the recommendation of the Secretary of State, The pro- 
visions for the issue of certificates of industrial service and for the renewal of indentutes 
(sections 67 and 58) are copied almost verbatim trom the British Guiana Ordinance, Ni 
of 1864; and by section 70, following the principle sanctioned in Mauritius, the 
Governor is authorized to make regulations for the government of immigrants in 
‘matters that could not ‘be satisfactorily dealt with by thelaw, The only alteration 
dice of the immigrant is the redudtion from 25s, to 10s, a month of the com 
be paid for delay in pearing return passages. Lven, however, at this rate, the: 
is higher than is granted in British Guiana and other West, Indian colon’ f 
“ The Lieutenant-Governor does not apparently expect many app! 





‘duction of additional emigrants from India, ut least during the present. 
ted 


of the: Ry however, as it iti vident advantage 
i udu pony jot show | be eta tpn enident aca iaae 

‘0 approval, but Hal Geaavlo wil probably hi au 
| til pllioan Wier choca " 
- of te a vain teeat ouch 





Satarday, the V4ih*May 1870. 














ICSE ae ae Bresent: oe | 
at His Hovor tue Linorgnant-Govaenor or Buncar, presiding. i | 
* P.Gnattam, Bs, Acting Advocate-Gentral, Banoo Unocoot Cuunpen Mooxenyee, ] 
Tue Hoy’spe Asuicy Epen, Fi »  Issur Cuunder Guosaun, : 
A. Moxy, Esq., c.3., “ », Cnuxper Monun Cnarrenser, 
A.B. Tuoursox, Esq., T. M. Rostnaon, Esg., oF 
‘V. H. Scuanoa, Esq, AND | 
1 Banoo Jorazxpno Monun Taconn, i 
* i. COURT OF WARDS, 





fore the motion for the passing of the Bill to consolidate and amend the law relating to 

of Wards gvithin the provinces under the control of the Lieutenant-Governor of 

3engal was proceeded with, several amendments were, on the motion of Ma, Monay, made 
in section 23 of tho Bill, and the section as amended stood as follows :— ret 





bs “may direct that any person having the unlawful custody, or being unlawfully in possos- ; 

atthe person oF cans ae ward, shall produce him or her before the collector on a day fixed by him, 

dian neh for the teraparary custody and protection of such minor as appear 4 

In the event of disobedience to his orders tinder this section, the collector may impose a tine nob, i | 

five rupees, anda daily fine not. srcooding two hundred rapees, until the production of the person 4 
of the minor. ‘the case of a femaleminor ward sho shall not be brought into court,” or 

On the motion of Mr, Monzy tue Bill was then passed. el 

VILLAGE CHOWKEEDARS. 







ON the motion of Mr. Rivers Taomrson. the council proceeded to the further consideration 
of the HEH Aided irsee committee on the Bill for the appointment, dismissal, and maintey 
nance of village chowkeedars, 
Section, 81 was agreed to, y 
Section 32 was agreed to with a verbal amendment. 
_ Sections.33 and $4 were agreed to. 
Section 35 was as follows :— 48 4 
time athe Runchayet shall appoint the porgons to be chowkoodars under this act, and from : 
‘time, with, sha bore strate, dismiss paeet diowkeodass,” bak inte “ 
Banoo Joreexpro Monuy Tacory said that this section would interfere with the authority 
which the punchayet ought to have over the chowkeedar. If it was known that the pan= 
Balint punish or dismiss the chowkeedar without the sunction of the ii 
e chowkeedar would be remiss in the pertormance of his duty. When the cbow\uetiar fae 
{ declared the servant of the community, the punchayet, who were the representatives. of the 
i community, ought to have the power of dismissing him ; at least some si ought. to be 
a T their unanimous voice in such matters. He (Baboo Joteendro Mohun re) 
att } 
_ would therefore move the addition to the section of the following words :— 
“Provided that if i the puncha: i the dismissal of the chow! it shall” 
LY Gea) tage tentgy Cola Yah acaon but Suey stall repos such inane cho. mogatate fate 


‘TnoMpson ‘said the object the committee had in view in framing this section, was, 
, to prevent the abuse that might arise of such unimportant power as the dismissal 
chowkeedar, We knew from experience thav in pearly every village there were 
anid’ the inflaence' of one party inight affect injusiously. the,interestaof the 
vent an abuse of this kind, the committee thought it would be better 
on of mavistrate should be obtuined 10 the dismissal of a opti ale» 
Were unanimous, the magistrate would not, exvept for very strong reasons, exercise 
bin’ by this section. “On the contrary, it was believed that themugig- 

‘sound discretion in the matter, and he (Mx, Tuosesoy) would theretore — 


eipesiieed) and the section agreed to. 
Mr. Even the following section was substi 


ts 
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rata for ston 88 a it ‘ 











7 ; 
In section 88, on the motion of Banoo Issup Cuuxper Guosat, the 
fine to which a chowkvedar should be liable was altered ftom five rupees to one: 
Seotion 89 related to the duties of chowkeedars. a mt FE 
After some formal amendments, “ suspicious” deaths were, on the motion of Mr, posite 
added to the offences which a chowkeedat was requiged to report; and on the motion 
Mr. Money the magistrate was vested with a discretion to extend the.period, from one wi 
to a fortnight, within whieh the chewkeedar should present himself at a station which 












more remote than two miles. » Le * ast 
Sections 40 and 41 were passed after formal amendments. * t 
~ Section 42 was agreed to. * Site’ +2 


Sections 43 and 44 were passed with slight amendments, z 
Section 45 provided how the chowkeedar’s Salary should be realized if not duly paid, 


Banoo Jorrenpno Monvun Tacore said that as the section stood there was pe to 
wevent the magistrate from realizing the chowkeedar’s salary from one member of the 
punchayet instead of from all of the members in equal proportions. ‘There appeared no reason 
‘why, when all were equally responsible, one member should be made to suffer. He (Banoo 
Joresnpro Monvn Tacorkr) therefore moved the insertion of the words “in equal portions? 
after the word ‘pay?’ in line 8, and of the word “ rateably” after “ paid” in line 19, 

Mr. Tnomerson ébjected to the amendments, Considering the small amounts that would 
bewealisable there would be much difficulty of procedure if the magiftrate were bound to ~ 
recover the arrear from all the members of the punchayet rateably. The remedy was provided — 
in the succeeding section, under which the member of ‘the punchayet by whom the Bist, 
dar’s salary was paid, or from whom it was realized, could reimburse himself from at 
surplus of the chowkeedaree fund that might remain at the end of the year. It ap; 
better therefore to leave the section as it stood. rit, 

: ‘The amendment was negatived, and the section was agreed to with a verbal amendment, — 

Sections 46 and 47 were agreed to, x 

Sections 48, 49, and 5‘), related to the appointment and duties of munduls in small — 


. Scuacn said, as section 48 stood, the zemindar had only to nominate a person to be the 
mundul of a village, whether such person was willing or not. The section might be madea 
means of gratifying feelings of revenge by the zemindar nominating a person against whom he 
had an ill-feeling ; the zemindar will have fulfilled his duty by merely making a nomiuation, 
and would cease to be liable to any further call or punishment for neglect. He (Mr. Schaleh) 
thotight the section should provide that the zemindar should be bound not only ‘to nominate 
person, but to secure his consent to discharge the duties. 

*Basoo Joreennko Monon Tacone said he did not see that there was any provision to 
compel the person nominated to accept the appointment of mundul. Suppose a zemindar 
nominated a person whom he thought to be fit, and the person refused to give his services as a 
mundul in the manner contemplated by the present Bill, The zemindar would haye no control 

' over his actions. It was considered necessary to empower the magistrate to impose a fi 
@ person who refused to act as a member of the punchayet when so appointed ; but 

wer had the zemindar to compel a man to act as a mundul against his wi It 
Eennaet impossible in many instances to induce any one to accept the bi 
office, and the zemindar had no remedy for such refusal. It would therefore, he 
be unfair and unjust to impose a fine on the zemindar for failing to do what in most 
be beyond his. power. : wi 
R,Moxny said she believed that wherever such an institution as a village” 
existed, the office was always hereditary, In the Sonthal Pergunnahs the mat 
not called a mundul, but a manjee; and the appointment was not made by the zeinin: 
by the village community. One of the weak points of the Bill appeared to him to be th 
not po for the appointment of headmen in every village. tt Madras, where a 
was lately passed, provision was made for the appointment of headmen in every village in 
the office did not exist. He (Mr. Money) had sent a copy of this Bill to Mr. Ro ‘inson, the 
and experienced head of the police in the Madras Presidency, ing him fur opi 
One of his notes was to the effvct, that in each villuge of the Madras Presidency there 
headman, generally hereditary ; if there is nob a hereditary one, then a headman is 
‘one of his duties is. to command the village watch. if rata 
He (Mr, Money) was inclined to think that it would be more in accordance v 
institutions of the country and the feelings of the people that the mundal 
nominated by the zemindar, but by the village community, He confessed 
cal difficulty in the way of getting the opinion of the village 
practicable, it was expedient that the headiman should represeat the wishes 
were and it was more likely he would do so if appointed by the 
He (Mn. Moxey) was not prepared at present to suggest 


‘he would bp glad it tho ecotion were allowed to stind over, 





be nomination of manduls in small villages where no; 
question of ieee 


all. villages 


iiring the 2emindar to int, mundals. re were Vi in which 
had no control; he had sold his birthright for a considetation and reduced his 
ofa putnee. In such villages thig provision would be inoperative,? beca 


rior pe.congaint alt gat 


Jost all control, and? the arravgements ha might make would ot be 
eee “He (Baboo Issur Chunder Ghogal), thought therefore that the suggestion which 
had made by the hon’ble member who shoke last was fvorthy of consideration, 


‘JdreEXDRO Mons Tagore said {hat he was not aware what the practice was in the 
Pergunnals, but he believed the praetico in the pertnanently-settled provinces was 
that the zemindat appointed the mundul. Besides there would be a difficulty in giving power 
to the ryots to make the appointment ; there were party-feclings amongst the ryots, and it 
would be almost impossible to make them unite in making an appointment. It would, more- 
over, be taking from the zemindar a right posse8sed by him and sanctioned by long preseription- 
In many villages again, the semindar makes an allowance to the mundul by way of re 
gion of a portion of his rent for the performance of certain services, which, however, are not o! 
a publie natare, and the nomination necessarily rests with the zemindar, 

“Mr. Rosinson said that the difficulty be felt had been explained by what fell from the 
hon’ble member opposite (Baboo Issur Chunder Ghosal), which he (Mr. Robinson) could confirm 
feom tho nature of the tenure under which he held property in Maldah, The zemindar: 

to eleven different persons, people of very small consideration, and the hon’ 

amember’s remark was entirely correct that in such cases the provision would be ino} 3 

~~ Me, Tompson said he had no objection to take into consideration the suggesti 
forward, and for that peepee would be glad that the further consideration of the sections 
should be postponed. The introduotion of these sections by the select committee was with the 
object of providing for the report of crime in those small villages in which the punchayet 
system could not be introduced ; and the ion of the committee was thatas in all such 
places the zemindar generally bad some person to perform his own ma? duties, it would be well» 
if by the Bill he should be bound to nominate such person for the purpose of reporting crime to 
the police. It must be remembered that in these small villages-no provision was made for the 

ent and remuneration of chowkeedars, and the person who was appointed mundul © 
would receive no fixed payment for the duty which it was proposed to assign to him, Any _ 
remuneration which he might consider himself entitled to would be a matter of arrangement 
‘himself and the person who nominated him. If the nomination were made by the. 

Hage community, it must be left to them to arrange for the remuneration of the mundal. 

‘ections had been raised that if the nomination were made by the zemindar, the mundul 
would be ¢ntirely subject to his influences, buy considering the petty villages ‘in which 
this arrangement was to be introduced, he did not attach mach weight to the objection. In 
recent remarks, further suggestions Lad been thrown out by the honorable member oppos : 
and he (Mr, Thompson) would not abjeot-Ao the postponement of the consideration of t 
section: 0 


sy 7 
“ux Hoy’nwm Aeuier Epen said that the objection that had been first raisod by the 
honorable member opposite (Baboo Joteendro Mohun Tazore) had practically been withdrawn, | 
0 events answered by the hon’ble gentleman himself. Hie objection was that it was 
to impose on the zemindar a responsibility for the appointment of a mandul, since 
had no means of compelling a person to avcept the office of mundul, andeould not 
be reasonably expected to make such an appointment. But in bis subsequent: 
’ble member admitted that the zemindars actually did nominate village mundals for their 
‘at the present time, and that they found no difficulty in persuading those persons 
rm the duties required of them by the zemindar, Now if they found no difficulty in 
e-nssistance of such men for their own purposes, they could not plead the impos- 
Bropiiing the services of men for the purposes of the public under the Bill. ; 
|d act in both eases. 7 oa 
objection made by the hon’ble pelees (Mr. Robinson) in respect of 
‘no doubt an apparent difficulty ; but in fact a putneedar was by the very. 
bound (eas upon himself tes duties of rid eee and would 
he responsibility imposed upon bim in respect to the village police. It was 
aed ose whith ‘a putnee was held that the patneedar took 
Se ee data'id ertey. village be Benet sia 
f the nomination of munduls in every village, he zh 
‘one of the members of the punchayet President of the - 
ht be done by an rig Ea Section 3: it was no 
been 





“ 7 
fi b ‘ 
Basoo Issux Caunver Grosat said that the pestice of the zemindar was 
same. In some villages he had a power of control, i,¢., in those hich were still 
management, but in those which had been reduced to the rank of a putnes he had 
such villdyes the duties imposed by this Bill,on zemindars would be devolved on the w 
to whem the zemindar had transferred his rights." * tye eA 
With regard to the remarks of the hon’ble member on his right*(Mr. Edef), that all, 
uties imposed on zemindars were transferred by law to the putmeedars to whom their 
were leased, that was no doubt corvect. But these were new duties for pea nt vas 
about to be made, and he (Baboo Issur Chunder Ghosal) did not see how the ol eealnios ” 
could be brought to bear on the present question? He thought that theperson immediately — 
in receipt of the rent of the land should be required to nominate the mundul, or that theiduty — 
should be imposed on the inhabitants of the village. teeny 
The further consideration of sections 48, 49, and 50 was then postponed, | Oe 
Section 51 provided for the assignment to the zemindar of chakran chowkeedaree lands, 
* Mn. Tuomeson moved the insertion of the words “ chakran chowkeedaree”’ before “land” 
in line 5. In doing so he said that the consideration of this portion of the bill bad i 
a good deal of the attention of the select committee, and he wasafraid that alter all, from the 
inherent difficulties of the eubject, the sections connected with this second part of the bill 
were not as completeland perfect as they might be. ‘The difficulties arose from the following 
iderations. Notwithstanding the detailed enquiries which had betn made in conneetion 
“with the subject, the information regarding chakran chowkeedaree lands still very 
imperfect. Thus it was found that the conditions which obtained in one place, didy nop apply ) 
to other districts, or to different parts of the same district. The tenures differed so 
in various places, that no definite rules or sections which would be applicable to one would be 
applicable to another; and he thought it would be found that a great deal would have to be 
done by the agency of the commission to be appointed by the Lieutenant-Governor under the 
provisions of the Lill, and that all the council could do in the sections which applied to 
chakran lands, was to lay down general rules and principles for the guidance of the eommis- 
sion capable of being adapted to the circumstances of any place or district where such Jands — 
prevailed. The object of his introducing in this place the words “chakran chowkeedates” — 
was this. The definition in Section 1 of the term “chowkeedaree chakran lands” was in it 
present form very imperfect : it was declared to mean “lands assigned for the maintenance of 
‘the chowkeedar of any village.” Now the general idea of chowkeedaree chakran land had come 
to be land assigned for the maintenance of the chowkeedar, for which he had to perform police — 
duties, and also,to render certain personal services for the benefit of the zemindar of the estate, 
The question, as the council were aware, had been the subject of projonged litigation, and in 
_ the famous case of Joykissen Mookerjee against the Government, in connection with ehakran: 
Jands in the Burdwan district, it was ascertained that the parties to the suit asserted claims. 
which were in excess of what each was entitled to. On the side of the zemindar it was con. 
tended that the tenure on which chowkeedaree chakran lands were held was solely in return 
for the performance of certain personal services to be given to the zemindar; ih ‘on behalf 
of Government it was maintained that such lands were held simply for the performance 
police duties, for whith object solely they had been originally assigned. After much litigatio 
in this country the case was taken in appeal to the Privy Couneil, which gave a decision: 
consonance, he was bound to say, with law and custom, but which, as a eo: ise. bet 
the parties, had given little satisfaction, as it left the chowkeedar under the doub! 
of a servant, to the Government and to the landed proprietor of the estate in which 
_ was situated ; for the Privy Council had decided that the views held by bot 
excess of their respective rights, and that the village chowkeedar in such a positi 
only bound to do service as a police officer, but algo, from the incidents of his 
established by long usage, was to some extent a servant of the zemindar, In. 
capacity he still existed in most districts, and that was the general idea of the 
chowkeedar holding chowkeedaree chakran lund. i 
‘The committee had, however, ascertained that in some places this description 
dar’s position would not apply. Vor instance, in Midnapore Mr. McNeile 
pykes were divided into three classes,—those established before the permanent settl 
a small quit-rent to the zemindar, and rendering him certain trifling services 
seheyuontly to the Peencient settlement, who paid a quit-rent and 
as ‘as certain police duties; and pykes who did not pay any quit-rent 
services of any kind, aud yet held the land in return for the perfor 
It was clear therefore that hare the chowkeedar paid no quit-rent, aud owed 
zomindar, the difinition given in the bill as it stood rand 0h fone n 
under i Sey linn) ner iay eames at land in pee cases 
‘absolute gift without consideration, If there were cases : 
bound Gis the zemindar, he would not be entitled to 


Soe es 
the a 





PSON § ere were gwo points in this section which required 

on of the conncil: the first’ was rate of assessment ; 

He was one of the committse who had originally sign hich recom- 
the rate of assessment shoul’ be fixed at one-third of the annual value of the — 
but ite believed he had at the tithe temonstrated agains} this excessive liberality towards 
 zemi and in the discussions which, ince taken place, he had always intimated 
intention of moving an amendment to this part of the bill, He had never undorstood 
what grounds so large « portion as two-thirds of the assessment imposed upon the chow- 
beatares Jands should be transferred to the’ zemindar. Tt had, ‘he believed, been held by a 
decision of the High Court, in a case conflected with lands of this description, that the private 
services which a zemindar could claim from a chowkeedar in the occupation of such lands, 
were of such a nominal character that in one’instance the court could not estimate its yalue, 
‘Now there could be no question that that was the only ground on whieh the council was 
asked to transfer any portion of the assessment upon such lands to the zemindar of the 
estate in which they were situated. Whatever might have been the original constitution of 
all such lands assigned for police purposes, experience had shown that the zemindar was 
velearly only entitled to services of a very trivial character from the occupant, viz., such 
» services as carrying his letters, conveying messages to his sgeuts, and duties involving no 
: responsibilities. It had been certainly settled that the zemindar could neither resume 
th id so held, wor enhance the rent upon it; and beyond the occasional services which he 
* might claim from the possessor, the zemindar had no other interest in the matter, Por the 
of this very nominal right it has been proposed to give to the zemindar two-thirds 
' of the assessment fixed upon these lands. Now if the case was one between the Government 
\ and the zemindar, as to:.who should secure the profits from such lands, the latter might, 
with better reason, have claimed the larger share; bat, considering that by th's transfer 
‘the Government: directly gained nothing beyond the general benefits consequent upon the 
~ improved status of the chowkeedar, it seeined to him (Mr, Thompson) that this large eon- 
‘cession to the zemindar was uncalled for. Indeed, from all the circumstances of the case, the 
\ emallness of the holdings, and the inconsiderable service which the zemindar could in any ease 
‘claim, it would have been no great sacrifice if the zemindar had foregone all demand for 
4 dl iceereab and allowed the entire assessment to pass to the benefit of the village police 
|) Ttew 


ft id have been of material assistance and advantage to the village communities. 
+» It had been insisted, however, that the zemindar could fairly take some compensation, and 
accordingly provision was made for it, though he would press the amendment that “ one-hal{” 
” should be substituted for “ one-third” in line 2 of the section . eid 


Banoo Issve Cuunner Gnosst would say a few words with reference to the remarks 
had just been made with regard to the position taken by zemindars on this question. 
It was certainly not owing to the money value of the land that they made heie etait it 
was merely, as te understood it, a8 a protest against the treatment they were in the habit of 
receiving from the mofussil authorities. It was an index of their feelings aguinst those 
‘officers—the instrument of the weak wyainst the strong—put forth in the hope that it might 
‘attract the attention of the Government and lead to an enquiry and amelioration. He thought 
Gf the weak and the ignorant were treated in a conciliatory and friendly spirit, which such 
“people always expected from the strong and the enlightened, (but not treating them merely 
: ‘up boys, for that jarred with their self-respect,) the services of the land-holders 
canip tt be greatly utilized by the Government. He (Baboo Issur Chunder Ghosal) thonght 
‘that the J ied old days would soon return, and the governors and the governed would yiew the 
terest of the country bya light common to both. He would, however, do justice to 
| authorities, and say that there were bright exceptions, and had it been otherwise, 
antty certainly would not have made the progress it had done. But he hoped and expected 
ead of thought, feeling, and action between them in time to come, 
‘motion was carried, and the section as amended was agreed to. i 
rided that the assessment of chakran lands should be subject to the approval 


of o Monun Tacons said that it would be to the interest of the punchayet 
‘these lands, and it was but fair to the zemindar that he should be allowed ant 
cont g the assessment, He therefore moved that the words “ (provided that 
‘the zemindar to contest the assetsment before it is 0 approved)” be 
he did not think the amendment necessary: the collector would 
any objection the zemindat might have to the by 
i, it appeared to him, would only open the i; 
quite reasonable that 








Report on the cultivation of Cinchonajin Bonga forthe year 
5 Bist March 1870, 


From C9B. Cuinkn, Hsq., m.a. Officiating Superiiftes dent, Botanic Garden, anf 
of cinchona cultivation ‘in Bengal, to the Secretary to the Governmedt of B 
—(No. 188, dated Botanic Garden, Caleutta, the 20th Apri) 1870.) 
1 nee leave to submit the annual reporton the cultivaaon of cinchona in 
for the year ending 81st March 1870, 
2. The three species of cinchona of which the cultivation has been * extended 
the year are c. succitubra, c. officinalis, and ¢, celisaya. 
“The number of plants of these species in ercent plantations were as 

















Slst March 1669 


Sist March 1870 10,55,100 



















Increase bas 4,39,370 94,180 





8. Theincrease of permanent plantation of c. succirubra and c. calisaya has 
made about, Rishap at an elevation of 2,500 feet ; the increase of c. officinalis at re 
at an elevation of about 4,500 fect. 
4, The average growth for the year of the ten sabhcartt plants of c, su 
planted in March 1867 at Rishap, has been fifty-one inches, which fairly represents, 
satisfactory general growth of the c. succirubra plantations, Ly 
5. The average growth for the year of the ten measured plants of c, officinalis 
planted in October Tact at Rungbee, has been twelve inches, which fairly represents the 
‘unsatisfactory general growth of the c. officinalis plantations. =” wyhe 
6. The average growth for the of the ton measured plants of ©. calis: planted’ 
ia) Jah/1864 at Hinbap, has boon fifty-two inches, which aopresents the aferage growth ee: 
the plants in the mieatation catalogued as ec. calisaya.. But several important varieties 
are included under the name . calisay ae and the tree variety raised by seed in 
1867 and planted out in June 1867 had attained a height of twelve feet in Gototiers 1869, 
und a tree of this age, lately cut down, has produced two pounds of dry bark, 
7. As fully explained by Dr. T. Anderson in his annual cinchona report : in B 
the year ending 3st March 1868, the exceeding steepness of the hills, gett: 
large rainfall, prevents any tilth on the cinchona plantations, The and low 
ing been cut close, the young cinchona plants are planted out in the Lipsy 
‘eed hi been merely headed down, not eradicated, 
in a moist and warm climate, and continual scouring of the young rane 




















«This is the chief expensé-under this system of cultivation, 


8. C. succirubra and ¢. calisaya (tree variety) grow so freely, that ty te 
the young trees in the plantations are all locked ; they then crash the jung] 
and can take care of themselves, and little further expense upon them is called 
9. But ¢. officinalis shews no inclination to become a tree at 
remains a shrub with very scanty foliage, and even on the plantations 
old, there continues the same expenditure in scouring, 
10, C. succirubra and ec, calisaya are planted about Ty ‘ote ae; 
about 4,000 to the acre. ‘ eat 
11. Inthe site ot ba tb of exowtl in permanent plantations ‘aa 
Jess than one-fourth an acre of c. 
times as much annual. nen wer, the c. officinalis 
grow tuuch larger, whereas ¢, succirubra will clearly peice 
| 12. Tcaleulate that at present it has not been d 
nomic profit at Rungbee. pee tic! 
f the high « 








n several occasioys most valuable packets 
e erm ee if Bi: po eth lana bow to 
ould greatly prefer method, it lam sure: tin rf 
wish ese eA ‘MryMolvor is of opinion that esa co 
‘gaa that many hybrids are formed from different spesies of cinchona, —_ 
st valuable bark knowz? in the European market is the c, calisaya bark. 
‘admirably at Rishap, and during the past year, propagation has been 
confined to it. In growing fof profit, I believe it will ultimately be found — 
‘one or two species only on these plantations, and that it is best to discard 
sence which is clearly inferior with ns to ¢. calisaya and c. succirubra, r 
lately brought from the Nilgherries two new kinds of cinchona: one pro- 
y named ¢. mirabilis of Mr. Broughton, the other ¢. pitayo. In ¢, mirabilis the bark 
the astonishing quantity of 13} per cent. of quinine alkaloid and more than 9 
¢ erystallizable quinine. C. pitayois a rich bark from Peru, a very high-level 
‘said to be found growing through the snow. i 
i i ripened seeds: 53 ounces of 
One ounce of seed will 


act distributed from Rungbee during the past financial year cinchona 











e amount m having been greatly reduced, a considerable num 

a were vol ithe ane Tor the past year of the cinchona 

ito the 1g Treasury were as under :— , * 
< Rs, As. P. 
‘Rent from land let eu a 3,150 0 0 
Price of a wardian case... 0 00 
Sale of cinchona plants. 156 4 0 
“Salo of old. glass Ss : 1sT 8 0 


Total oe 1,483 12 0. 


x for the’ year on the Sikkim cinchona cultivation 
642 less than the estimate, and Rs, 18,040 less than that 
‘a trees stand 6 fect by 6 in the plantations, and, as an experim 
i of the denser plantation was eens cutting down three 
This was found to produce 80016 of dri bark, worth about 





ierantha oo 
©. officinalis, nnd varieties... 
°C. pahudians ., af 





‘Total a. | 15,00,758 





Off. Supdt., Botanic Garden, and in charge 
Ls ” of cinchona cultivation 4 Bone: 
+ — 
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The medical virtues of the seed of a plant called Lata or Kurrinda 
in cases of fover. OO eet 


; ‘ 
Memorandum from D. J. McNerix, Bsq., Officiating Secretary to the Board of Revenue, 
Lower Provinces,—(No. 205C, dated Fort William, the 18th April 1870.) 4 
Copy of the following forwarded to the Officiating Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal in the Revenue Department, for the information of His Honor the Lieutenant-Go 
nor, A few seeds of the plant are also forwarded. . a 
From H, L. Haventox, Esq., (4, the Villas, Chowringhee,) to D. J. McNi 
Officiating Seeretary to the Board of Revenue, Lower Provinces,—(dated C: 
V1th April 1870.) ii 
I neq to bring to.the notice of the Board of Revenue theseed of a plant called 
rutkurria, which is an excellent remedy for fever, and might, if made known to the 
cof Breat benefitrin the districts now ravaged by that disease, : 
‘The plant grows in the greatest abundaneo all over Bengal, Assam, and, T believe, 
goneraily, and the secd is well known to native doctors, who nse it as a remedy for fev 
it is aed in every bazar for this purpose. It is mentioned by Dr. O’Shaughnessy 
Bengal Pharmacopaia, and some of our medical men are acquainted with 
Dr, Webb told me that a medical officer (Dr. Macrae), when in charge of a Ei 
ment during an outbreak of fever, used it in the absence of quinine with 
abundant evidence can be obtained, even in Calcutta, of gontlemen treating servants and 
with this seed alone. 
In December last, I wrote to the Private Secretary to the Viceroy on this 
” from the accompanying copy of his letter, dated the 10th Feb: last, you will see that s 
of the seeds have been sent to Madras in order to have its erystallizable princi st 
Government. quinologist. The season has, however, arrived for the” of th 
when it will fll and be lost, and unless some steps are taken immediately, a ye 
and vast quantities of the medicine thrown away. In the hope that the B 
proper to make known the value of the seed to the people generally who cannot 
‘and who have this remedy (of which I have ascertained that they are ign 
‘at their doors, I submit the matter and forward herewith a few of the se 
growth for aa inspection, 
A single kernel of the seed is a dose, but a larger quantity can do no 


Demi-official from Mayon O. T. Burne, Private Secretary 
f Esq.,—(dated Government House, Caleutta, th 
In continuation of my letter of the 16th December last, 1 
that a copy of your letter to me of the 11th idem, with some. 
‘accompanied it, has been, forwarded through the Home Department 
Madras, with a view to experiments being made with the 
- Ly Mr. Broughton, the quinologist. 
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NOTE. 
Barometric Pressure. —The pressures in column 2 of the above Table 
are reduoed from those given in column 8 of the Table on the previous pa 
weight of a column of air of the corresponding temperatures | 
‘stations of above 500 feet elevation, the rediction is made by Dine ri 
 eSonset i and Physical Tables.” 
temperatures in column 8 are reduced from those 
by: * adding 1° Faht. for'every 350 feat, es 
Vind —The mean wind direction andits éomparative prevalence are. 
os tate namber of wind observations recorded during the half-month. 
of the whole number of observations. The mean direction is 
4 potted way by Lambert’s formula, 
me above being all comparable, afford the data for constructing a 
‘half-month, which shall shew the isobaric and isothermal lines, 
tions, which lust may be represented by arrows of varying length pro 
lenoe of the wind. ‘To these may be added the rainfall from the previous 


« Henxy PB. 
Meteorological Reporter to th 
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eter, as likewise the Dry and Wet Bulb Thermometer means, are der 
hourly observations made during the day, as 
yeomputed with the Greenwich constants.—The figures in column 
humidity of the air, the complete saturation of which being taken at uni 
Prain gauge is 1} feot, and that of the Anemometer 70 feet I! 
ground.—The velocity of wind, as indicated by Robinson’s Ane 
noon. i 


temperature during the past seven days 
‘duting the past seven days level 
luring the corresponding period of the past year ... 
‘during the past seven days 
ng the corresponding period of the pastyyear 
i ; lower rain gauge 
to Pst, “ {i pease 9 
Fess tie Tiecnry od the 2k cartbal 
n Ys and the current 
ditt ye ban i aver: i 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal 
\ for the purpose of making Laws and Regulations. 








Saturday, the 21st May 1870. 


Bresent: y 

Fe His Honor rag Lrevrenant-Governor or Benaat, presiding. 
J. Granam, Esq., Acting Advocate-General, Banoo Issur Counver Guosa, —e . 
Tue Hon’Bue Asutey Epen, Baxsoo Cruxper Monun Cuatrerser, 
A. Money; Esq., 0.B., | F. F. Wyaan, Ese., 
A. R. Toompson, Esq., 5 
VY. H. Sonaccu, Esq., | AnD 

\. Banoo Unocoon Cuuxvex Mooxsnser. | Banoo Joreenpno Monvun Taconr, 

igo ; PENDING SUITS. 


Mar. Money moved for leave to bring in a Bill to transfer certain pending suits to the 
civil courts. He said that the necessity for the introduction of this Bill, which he had the 
honor to introduce for the consideration of the council, arose from the unforeseen operation in 
one direction of Act VIII of 1869 passed by this council. When that Act, which transferred 
the venue of certain suits from the revenue to the civil courts, was passed, it was supposed 
Yo that 110 more than the average number of suits would he pending in the revenne courts of each 
(> district on the date the Act came into operation. It was omitted to make allowance for the 
ft operation on the one hand of the temptation existing in the cheaper procedure by means of 

revenue agents, as compared with the more expensive agency of vakeels, and on the other hand 
for the natural desire on the part of the revenue agents to continue as long as possible the 
system under which they got their livelihood, and wpich’ would no longer be in oper 
ation, After the Bill was passed the Government appointed fifteen moonsiffs, ied a 
was in contemplation to appoint a still greater number: on the other hand the establishment 
sof-deputy collectors was and is being steadily’ diminished. We had therefore on the one 
hand a new machinery introduced for the trial of these suits, and on the other there was 
gradual decrease in the strength of tle revenue egurts. It had been reported that 
g the few days preceding the date on which the Act came into operation a large 
ber of rent suits had been instituted in the courts of the sub-divisional officers in some 
jets, Statements had not been received from all the divisions ; but so faras information had 
been received it would be laid before the council with the view of showing the extent to which 
‘suits had lately been instituted. In the division of Burdwan it was found that the number 
‘of suits of this kind pending on the 13th of April, the date on which the new Act came into 
z , was 8,734, and the number of applications for execution of decrees was 1,173. 
n the Chittagong division information was received by telegram and without distinction 
a n suits and applications for execution of decrees, the nutnber of both together 
8,247. In the Dacca division the number of suits was 7,185, and of applications for 
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exceution of decrees 1,986, In the three districts of the Presidency division the numler of suits 
was 8,166, and of applications for execution of decrees 1,546. These figures should ehffice to 
show the conncil that a remedy for this state of things was called for. The revenue courta in 
many districts found themselves burthened with 4 larger amount of rent-suit work than usual ; 
while, of the other hand, the new machinery exaied to grind this particular kind of judicial 
cornevould have little or no eprn given it to grind, y) 

What first brought the matter prominently to the notice of the authorities were the 
arrangements it was thought désirable to make with regard to the assessment and collection 
of the income tax. Ata late conference at the Qoard of Revenue which the several cogmis- 
sioners of divisions attended, the question was disenssed as to the best means of working the 
income tax, and it was decided that the sub-divisidnal officers sh ould be employed for the Purpose 
to as large an extent as practicable. It was considered that their local knowledge and their supe- 
rior social position and education, as compared’ generally with the class of men from. whom the 
Government had been able to appoint special assessors, Would enable the sub-divisional officers 
to make the assessment with more discrimination and judgment, with less itequality of assess 
meni, and less of the monstrous injustice and grose oppression which had attended the working 
of every scheme of direct taxation in this country. But before the agency of the sub-divisional 
officers could be used for the assessment and collection of the income tax, it was necessary 
that they should he freed from an amount of work which it never had been intended or 
expected that they should perform. The commissioners generally stated that in those sub- 
divisions in which the larger number of rent-suits were pending, #% wonld practically be 
impossible for the sub-divisional officers to attend also to the assessment and collection of the 
income tax. He (Mr. Money) hoped that the council would consider, as he didg that it waa 
fa matter of great importance that this tax should not only be better work2d in the interest 
of the people, but that it should also be worked with greater economy and gain to the 
Government and the public, as would be the case if sub-divisional officers were employed. 
With this object, and with the view of putting an end to the anomalous state of things under 
which two different classes of courts tried the same class of suits, he proposed this measure for 
the favorable consideration of the council. 

Mr. Money had omitted to remark on one or two of the general principles adopted in 
athe framing of the Bill. The object kept in view has been, while affording relief to the 
sub-divisional officers and collectors, to prevent, as far as possible, hardship being suffered by 
those who had suits before such courts. The cases before the revenue courts might be divided 
into three classes—lirst, suits proper; second, applications for the execution of decreas ; and 
third, miscellaneous applications. 1t was only proposed to tranafer the first two classes of 

teaver, and to keep miscellancous applications to be disposed of by the courts to whom such 
applicatious had been made. These comprised matters of an executive nature, guch os appli- 
cations for the deposit of rent, for the ejectment of tenants, for the measurement of lands, and 
the like, which latter was work which, even under the new procedure of Act VIII. of 1869, was 
to be done by collectors, It was thonght advisable to leave to the revenue courts the disposal 
of applications of this nature which had already been made, and merely to transfer to the civil 
courts the disposal of suits, and applications for the execution of deerces. 

Banoo Jorzenpro Monon Tacoxs said that he had only two remarks to make with 
reference to the observations that had fallen from the hon’ble member. The very fact that 
so many suits had been instituted, shewed what the state of public feeling was with regard to 
the new procedure under which rent-suits were now to be tried, and how they still clung to 
the old procedure in preferency to the new one, That they did so was a matter of no surprise 
if we considered the additional expense of a trial in the civil courts, where the suitors would 
be deprived of the cheaper procedure by means of mookhtears and be compelled to employ 
the more expensive azency of pleaders j and tiis was strony evidence why certain sections of 
the Civil Procedure Code should be modified, so as to allow mookhtears to appear before moon. 
siffs’ courts rent-suits, with the view of bringing down the scale of expenditure in the 
conduct of suci suits to what it was under Act X. of 1859. 

Mu. Rivers Tompson said tRat as he was the member of the council in charge of the 
Bill which was subsequently passed as Act VIII of 1569, and transferred the trial of rent suite 
from the revenue to the civil conrts, he thought it right to explain the circumstances under 
which a section for the sler of pending suits was not included in the Act. It was the, 
subject, of some discussion both in the full council and in select committee whether provision 
should not be made for such a ttansfer; and it was eventually resolved, considering ‘ 
number of suits of different descriptions which would be pending in the revenue courte, and 
the different stages in which they would be found, that it would be preferable to leave them’: 
to the disposal of the courts in which they were instituted. It was unfortunate that the 
hon’ble member who had just spoken was not a member of the council when Act VIIT ‘of 
1869 was under consideration. If he had been, he would have knowa that both this 
point and others to which he bad adverted had received full consideration at the hanés of the 
council at the time. He (Mr. Thompson) must take exception to the hon’ble member's remark 
that the general unpopularity of the transfer of thesewuits to the civil courte was the main 
cause of the demonstration which had led to the recent institution of so large a number of stits 
and applications at the present time. Such an opinion was certainly opposed to the statements 
and reports made while Act VIII of 1869 was under discussion; and it was fully considered, 
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3 during the progress of that Bill that though in the first instance there might he some additional 
expense involved in the teial of rent suits in the civil court, yot having regarding to the 
improwed machinery for the adjudication of such suits, and the greater leisure of the officers 
to whom they would be transferred for trAl, there would certainly be more celerity in their 
decision, ang consequently a large advantage over the they existing system in elfeating the 
transfer, and that these results might eventually be attended in the ond with a saving of 
expense. is 

The hon’ble member ‘opposite (Mr. Moyey) had fully explained the reasons which had 
led to the movement which made the present Bill necessary, It was caused by the mookhtears 
andérevenue ageuts, who being deprived Vy the Act of last session of the privilege of pleading 
in rent-suite as before, had promoted a large number of institutions in the collectors’ courts 
with the view of securing to themselves as log as possible the means of livelihood. ‘That, too, 
was a point which had not escaped the attention of the council, but which could not be avoided. 
There were aircamstances which prevented this council from enabling mookhtears to plead 
in the civil courts, because the law which prohibited mookhtears irom pleading in the civil 
courts was a law passed by the council of the Governor General subsequent to the 
passing of the Indian Councils’ Act, and it could not therefore be altered by any Jaw passed by 
this council. It might be a subject of regret that a remedy was not available which would 
allow mookhtears and revenue agents to continue their pr in the moonsiffs’ courts, and 
the desire on their part to retain in their hands a larger number of suits than would have keen 
instituted in the ordinary course might be a legitimate one; bat the consequences, as explained 
by the hop’ble mover of the Bill, werd so serious that there was sufficient justification for the 
introduction of the present measure. 

Basoo Issun CuunpeR Guosat aid that with referonco to the remarks made by the hon’ble 
members who preceded him, he thought it his duty to state that in the matter of the mookhtears 
both this council as well as the Government of Bengal did all they could with a view to rednoe 
the cost of rent suits by empowering the mookhtears to plead in these matters before the eivil 
courts. But it, was of no avail, as the Government of India set ity face against the proposition. 
The effect of the present law would therefore be most oppressive to the poor ryots, ay in all such 
cases thev are generally the losers. The rents must be paid, and the costs therefore could not 
be set aside, 

With regard to the remark that in the institution of such a large number of cases the 
zemindars had been led away by their mookhtears, he would siy that the zemindare were 
perfectly awake to their own interests and needed not the promptings of their law agents in 
auch simple mattere. Lt was in difficult and intricate cases that these agents sometimes took 
advantage of their position, but that was not » peculiarity of Bengal alone. 

Section 1 was agreed to with a verbal amendment. 

Section 2 provided that all suits in which no witness had been examined, should be 
transferred to the civil courts. 

Mn. Money said that ifa witness had been summoned, though not examined, great 
hardship would ensue to the witness if the suit were transferred, as the witness would 
be put to additional trouble and expense in attending again before the Civil Court. He 
(Mr. Money) therefore moved that the word “summoned” should be substituted (ur “ examined.” 
The motion was carried, and the section, as amended, wax agreed to. ‘ 

Section 3 provided for the transfer of decrees in which an order for attachment had not 
_isgued at the time of the commenceinent of this Act. 

"Tae Acurso Apvovatu-Guseuat. said he thought the section should provide clearly that, 
in those cases in which summons had issued, the proceedings should be transferred to the civil 
court after the making of the decree. 

After some conversation, an amendment to that effect was carried on the motion of Mr, 
Money, and the section was passed with some further amendments of an unimportant character. 

Sections 4 t> 7 were agrecd to with several amendments made un the motion of Mr. 
Monex. id 

On the motion of Ma. Monay, the following section was added to the Bill :— 

“This Act shall commence and take effect upon the first day of June 1970." 

The preamble and title were agreed to; and, on the motion of Mx, Movey, the Bill was 


passed. 






























VILLAGE CHOWKEEDARS. 


Mr. Rivens THompson moved that the report of the select committee on the Bill to pro- 
vide for the appointment, dig-niveal, and maintenance of viilage chowkeeders, be further con- 
sidered in order to the settlement of the clauses «! the Bill. 

Ma. Monsy said that before the evuncil proceeded to the lurther consideration of the clauses 
of the Bjll, he wished to say a few words with reierence to a paper lately circulated among the 

mbers of the council in connection with this Hill. The paper he referred to was a letter from 
commissioner of Burdwan, in which,he strongly condemns, not only the details of the Bill, 
bat the principle on wiich it is baged. Mr. Buckland, in support of bis views, had adduced 
“the ‘teatimony of Sir Frederick Hplliday, and certaiuly at firet sight a minute written by that 
in 1838. seemed to warrant Mr. Buckland in claiming for his view of the question 
opinion of Sir Krederick Halliday. The reason that he (Mr. Money) referred to this matter 
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was becauso he used to entertain on this subject the same views as are now entertained ty the, 
commissioner of Burdwan ; and five or six years ago, when commfssioner of Bhaugulpore, he 
submitted w report to the Government in which he advocated the abolition of village chowkee- 
dars and the substitution in their stead of stipendialy police. Tle had sinee found reason to 
change®his opinion, and, withsthe proverbial zeal‘ of a convert, he was unwiting that the 
principle which the council lad acgepted in this Bill should have arrayed ‘ngainst it the 
adverse opinion of such an authority as Sir Frederick Halliday,, or that the council should 
suppose that, even when the minute of 1838 was written, the balance of valuable testimony gras 
on that side. In 1838 a committee was appointed to enquire into the question of the police 
and criminal administration of Bengal, and to that committee the following gentlemen*were 
appointed Messrs. W. W. Bird, F. C. Smith, K. J. Halliday, T. Lowis, T. R. Hutchinson 
and W. Braddon. i * . 

These gentlemen were all men of ability and experience, selosted as the most likely 
men to be of benetit to the Government in the consideration of the subject which they were 
appointed to investigate. Out of the whole body of gentlemen who formed that committee 
and submitted a report, only two, Messrs. Halliday and Lowis, dissented. The opinion of the 
others was all in the direction of the retention of the village chowkeedaree system, in opposi- 
tion to the opinion entertained by the two dissenting members who recommended the substi- 
tution of a body of stipendiary police. ‘The following extracts from the report of the com- 
mittee show the opinion that the majority of the committee at that fime entertained with 
regard to this question. Paragraphs 54 and 55 of the xeport say :— 











“We cannot refrain from quoting here the observations upon this subject of Mr. Lowis, tontained in 
his letter of the 2nd May 1837: *Ly far the greatest impediment to the snecess of police operations in 
this country arises from the total want of vo-operation on the part of the people ; exaction on the onc 
hand, and fear, ignorance, and prejudice on the other, have drawn a very marked lino botwoen the regular 
poliea officer and the public, for whose benefit he is ostensibly employed; and whatever the erime may be, 
or however notorious and dangerous the offender, the y rarcly shows any disposition tc 
assist cither in traving the one or in upprehending the other; their sole object heing to get rid aa speedily ar 
possible of their unwelcome visitors hy any story most. likely to efleet their purpose. But. in the character 
and disposition of the village chowkeedar there is something common to both parties ; when properly 
treated he ean give, end he Erequently does gives most valuable information; and it has therefore always 
appeared to me a most. desirable object to muke this connecting link between the police and people as sound 
a serviceable as possible.’ We doubt much if any de: 

quite sure that none can be popular, which is not base 
above extract.” 



























rtion of village police can bo efleient, we arc 
J on the prineiple advocated by Mr. Lowis in thi 


he council would observe that the majority of the able men who formed the vommittee 
‘Were In favor df*the retention of the chowkvedar, thereby following the same principle as had 
been aveepted by the commcil in the Bill before them. Mr. Buckland might probably arge 
that one opinion was often worth a dozen, and that the opinion of Sir Frederick Halliday ought 
to override on such a subject the opinion of the majority of his colleagues. He (Mr. Money) 
would admit this to some extent, and the more readily, beeause the phases of opinion through 
which Sir Frederick Halliday’s mind passed with reference to this subject were exactly those 
which had marked his own course of thought. But Mr. Buckland, in appealing to the minute 
written hy Sir Frederick Halliday, had omitted to notice any further or subsequent expression 
of opinion given by that gentleman. ighteen years alter the preparation of the minute 
referred to, in 1856, when Sir Frederick Halliday was Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal, with the 
advantage of a longer experience and maturer judgment, he wrote another minute on crime 
and police, and the administration of the criminal law in Bengal. He (Mr. Money) thera 
found the following remarks :— 

“Yot miscrably impaired as the institution of the villuge police has become, it is still true that no police 
can be effective without \ help, and that, as st: nthe iminute of Lord Hastings, dated 2nd October 
1816, ‘it is from the cho vkeedurs that, all information of the charactcr of individuals, of the haunts and 
intentions of robbers, and of every thing neorssiry Lo forward the objects of police, must ordinarily be 
obtained ; they are the watch and ‘patrol to which the community looks for its immediate protection, and on 
tho oceurrenee of a crime, the darogah's agly mode of proceeding is to collect the watchmen of all noigh- 
pouring villages. and to question them as to all the uumstances, with a view to get from them it 
information which they only, cau allord. ‘The village chowkeedars are in short the foundation of all possi 
police in this country, aud upon their renovation, improvement. and stability depends the ultimate succe 
of all our measures for the benefit of the country in the prevention, detection, and punishment of crime.’ 

Then in paragraph 39 would be found the following :— 


“ What is, howevor, necessary to secure the old institution of a village watch from falling into utter 
dosuctude, and for keeping it in u state of vigour suficient for our present purpoacs, but doubtless to be 
further improved and reformed hereatt is alaw which shall enable a magistrate, on finding a vill 
without a chowkcedar, ot a chowkeedar wilbout wages, to make a summary enquiry, and according ‘othe 
nature of the case, cither to cause the nomination of x fil chowkecdar by the person or persons to whom 
the nomination may be proved by custom and usage to belong, or to cause payment of his wages at the 
rate found customary by the person or persons on whom the customary liability to pay such wages may be 
found to fall.” e 

Again, in paragraph 40 Sir Frederick Halliday sai 

“Tt has been objectod by some very competent ndvisors Yon such subjests that, even when all 
ehall have been done, we shall bo as faras ver from our object; that tho village chowkeedars at the 
are an untrustworthy, unorganized rabble, and thal no real improvement will be offected unless we get ri 
of thom altogether, and organizo a rural police according to thy newost forms of civilisation, J 
it is common with thoso who advocate this method of reform to point to the 84 or 36 millions of 
population, and to urge how easily sum might be raised from not greater they now pay 
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« their Imperfect villago watchman, which, in thogbands of a skilful organizer, might be mado to provide for 
the establishment in each zillahy of a well-paid,*dressed, and disciplined foree, inferior in nurmbers to tho 
prosent rural police, but far superior in trustworthiness and ellicioncy. To some such plan as this I have 
myself Ieaned in earlier days, nor do I doubt cither that if it were practicable it would provjdo a vastly 
improved rural police, or that we may fairly lovk forward to such an improverent hereafter, though as yet 
ata groat distance. I am satisfied, however, tlait to press for such a racasure now would be impditic and 
‘unwise, and that: we might lose all in our anxiety to attain a desirable end sooner than ean be reasonabh 
expected. We must do our utmost to carry the people with us iif our police reforms. At present they wi 
readily admit their old established obligation to maintai ¢ waichmen in a certain customary propor 
tiow to the size of ench village, and to pay themonfteria certain usage which may difler somewhat in diferent 
villages, but has long been accommodated to old habits and customs in all, ‘They will not, however, regard 
witlMfavor a distinctsand preciso taxation for anew police, the applicution of Which they doubt, and the 
object of which they will be very likely to misunderstand.” 

Ho (Mr. Money) thought these oxtratis showed very conclusively that Sir Frederick 
Halliday, eighteon yeags alter tle minute referred to by Mr. Buckland, eo far from supporting 
the principle advocated by that gentleman, had lent the great weight. of his authority to the 
principle accepted by the council in the present Bill; and the honorable mover of this Bill 
might, with very much more justice than the commissioner of Burdwan, quote Sir Frederick 
Halliday as a witness in favour of the course he had adopted, . 

But Mr, Money would also adduce in favor of the principle of the Bill the testimony of 
another officer, which to his mind carried greater weight, and was of more authority in a quos- 
tion of this kind t¥an the opinion of Sir Frederick Hali¢ Tle referred to Mr. Robingon, 
late Inspector-General of Police in the Madras Presidency. That gentleman was undoubtedly 
on all quastions of police the first authority in India. By his ability, his untiring energy, and 
thorough knowledge of the subject, he had made the police of the Madras Presidency a model 
and an example to that of allothers; he had done what it falls to the lot of few men in 
this country ever to do; he had initiated and carried ont successfully a ta and comprehen- 
sive measure of administrative reform. When the present Bill was first published, 
Mr. Money had, as he told the council lust Saturday, rent a copy of it to Mr. Robinson, and 
asked him to state what he thought of it, Mr. Robinson’s answer was as follows :— 

«T Jike your Bill on the whole very much. Only municipalize more and cut off meddling Peelers and 

istratos more than you do, and trust your people. They nre more interested in the safety of themsélves 
and property than we uro—we don't like’ to believe this I know—and can provide for it far better as 
respects village interests than we can. But we must take them in some measure in their own way.” 

Mr. Robinson then referring to a Town and Village Municipal Act, reeommended by him 
some five or six years ago, said :— 

“You will sco that in priuciple wo aro at one on the whole. 1 woukl go further now than then? Team 
oldor and I believe wiser in my appreciation of the people and their excellent institutions.” 

The remarks made by Mr. Robinson were more applicable to the Bill as it was intro- 
duced than to the Billas it now stood. The select committee had amended it in tho 
direction recommended by Mr. Robinson. ‘acy had given more freedom of action to the 
punchayet, and had curtailed the power of interference «n the part of the magistrate and the 
police. In fact the interference of the police had been set aside altogether. With the 
municipal Bill for the Madras Presidency, which he (Mr. Moncey) had referred to above, 
Mr. Robinson had sent up a letter tu his own Government, parts of which appeared so 
applicable to the state of things in Bengal that he (Mr. Money) would read an extract or two 
to the council, if they were not tired of the subject : 

“Tn towns we have to creato municipal action, In villages it has existed from time immemorial, 
especially as regarde their domestic police. We only want the means of making it active. For Tam 
inclined to ascribo the present unsatistuctory condition of the village services to faults of our own legislation, 
rather than to absence of menicipal fecling in the country. The village system with its institutions has 
existed from time immemorial in every part of this presidency save Malnhar, and the people aro atill deeply 
imbued with the feelings of municipal management aud community of village interests. 

“The villagers did at one time maintain their village services in some degree of vigor and respectability ; 
s0 much so that our carly administrators saw reason for endeavouring to strengthen and comfort the 
village sysiom and its services. So strong indecd was the feclig that the villagers might, and should bo 
entrusted with the eontrol and management of their own servants, that no, legislative provisi 
for the prompt recovery of their remuneration. Qn the ple that, if the ll served, they 
‘would pay their eervants as they had done from time norial, it wax deemed inexpedient to take 
any step that shoulu weaken the power of the villagers in controlling the servants they fee, 

“Bat the law, ax from time to time enacted, has ynterfered with the free action and growth of this 
raunicipal feeling, and has centralized the management of all village werviers in the powerless hands of 
Government officials This departure from sound principle has unavoidably resulted in bad administration, 
and the people have withdrawn their interests and. support. 

‘The present miserable, wasted, and dilapidated condition of these once stalwart and respected institu- 
tions telle the tale of years of a dixtrusting and centralizing policy.” 

__ Any one who knew the difference between the existing condition of village institutions 
in Bengal and in Madras, would perceive that these remarks applied with even greater 
force #® Bengal than to Madras. He (Mr. Money) entirely concurred in the observa- 
tions and conclusions of Mr. Robinson. He believed that one of the chief and most 
walvable characteristics ef the Bill Wefore the council was that it recognised the worth 
‘ofan old institution belonging to the country; it was an attempt to improve what 
exists, instead of substituting for it something new and therefore distasteful to the peuple. 

- He (Mr. Money) was of opinion that we are all too prone to think that there is no progress 
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and no reform except in measures in consonance with English ideas and thought, and ‘conse- 
quently with an English state of society, He belie$ed on the conérary, and the older he grew 
the more he believed it, that the closer we identify ourselves with the general feeling .of the 
people, and the more we bring our measures for theig good into harmony with their own insti. 
tutions with their mode of |ife, their hibits and their thoughts, the more likely we are tc 
achieve succose. It was because this Hill appeared to him to be a step in that direction, and tc 
fulfil those conditions, that he gave it his cordial support. 

Section 55 provided that the assessment made on chowkeedatee chakran lands should be 
payable “yearly in advance.” . 

Basoo Jorzenpro Mouun Tacore said that the amount of annual assessment on éhese 
lands would necessarily be lurge, and if the whole were required to be paid at once, the zemin. 
dar might find it very inconvenient to do so. ‘He thought it would conduce to the con. 
venience of the proprietor, without interfering With the sufhciency of the chowkeedaree fund 
if the assessment were paid quarterly instead of yearly. He therefore’ moved an amendment 
to that effect. 

Mr. Tuowpson suid he would have been glad if the hon’ble member had given notice 
of this amendment. In the belief that these chakran lands were of small extent, the committee 
had thought it advisable to require the payment to be made yearly in advance, so as to secure 
its early payment for the purposes of the Bill. The arrangement on which the Bil 
wag drawn would also prevent the great inconvenience, trouble, awd expense involvec 
in the collection of quarterly payments, and, in default of payment, the holding of 
quarterly wales. Tt was in this view that the select corimittee had provided for yearly pay- 

“ments; and he thought the provision ought to be retained. 

The motion was negatived, and the section was agreed to with a verbal amendment. 

On the motion of Mr. Thompson, the following sections were substituted for sections 56 
and 57 :— 

2% LV1.—Every such assessment shall bo deemed to be a demand to be realized in the same way ag an 
arrear of rovenuo.” 

“ LVIL—Whenever such assessment, shall be in arrear for the space of fifteen days after it shall haye 
becgme payable, the collecting member of the punchayet shall forward to. the collector of the district, in 
which the land go assessed is situate, notie of the amount suel arreur in thc forum in sehedale D annoxed 
40 this Act. 

On the motion of Mr. Thompson the following section was introduced after the above :— 

“ LVITA—Immediately after the receipt of the suid notice, the collector or other officer authoriged tc 
hold sgles under the law for the time being tn force, for regulating sales of land for arrears of revenue, shall 
proceed, without Bny preliminary notico for payment. to issue a notification for sale under section 6 of 
Act XI. of 1850, and unless the arrears be paid within the time mentioned in such notification 
shall sell such land according to the provisions of such law as such land were an estate within 
the meaning of Act VIT of 1868. passed ly the Licutenant-Governor of Bengal in Council; and all 
provisions of the Jaw for the time being in force with respect to the sale of such estates shall apply to the 
sale of such land, and overy such sale shall have such and the samo force and effect as if the same wore & 

lc of an estate for arrears of its own revenuc. and such land shall be held by the purchaser thereof sub- 
+ to such assessment, but freed from all other charges and incunbrances save those to which he would 
vo been liable if the said land had beon an estate sold for arrears of its gwn revenue.” 

Section 58 stood as follows :— 


“LVI1—Such collector shall out of the produce of such sale, after defrnying the costs of and attend. 
ing such sale, pay to the collecting member of the punchayct, after the expiration of one month from the 
day of such salo, the amount due for arrears of such assessment, and pay the balance of such produce to 
tho person to whom such land shall havo been so transferred, his heirs or assigns, to be by him, in case he 
bo not the person entitled to such land subject to such assessment, paid to the person so entitled.” 

A verbal amendment was mado on the motion of Mr. Thompson; and after some con- 
versation the further consideration of the section was postponed. 

On the motion of Mr. THomrsoy, section 69 was struck out. 

Section GU was as follows :— 

“LX.—Whon any lands shall Lave been transferred to any zemindar under the provisions hereinbefore 
contained, tho right to the performance of any servives to suy persou by the occupier of such lands in res- 
pect of his occupation thereof shall wholly cease and determine.” 

Mr. Wyman said that this section appeared to abrogate the right on the part of the 
remindar to the services of the chowkeedar; but he understood that under certain tenures the 
zemindar was entitled to a quit-rentein lieu of service, He wished to be informed if any pro- 
vision was to be made for such cases, 

Bazoo Issux Cuuspen Guosat said that there might be some tenures in which a quite 
rent was paid in lieu of service ; and he thought provision should be made for euch cases. 

Mr. Scuatcu said that in Midnapore in some of the tenures. sort of peshknsk.or quit. 
rent was paid. Supposing that such tenures are to come under the operation of the law, that 
would be a matter for consideration when the definition clauses came before the coungil. He 
presumed, however, that the quit-rent would be merged in the half assessment of fhe land 
which would be transferred to the zemindar. The secgion under consideration merely related 
to the right to service, and he (Mr. Schalch) did not think that any saving of the right te 
service would save the quit-rent. 

Mr. Tuoupson said that it was certainly the intention of the Bill that if the land were 
transferred to the zemindar, the quit-rent, if he received any, should merge in the remission 
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aade“of half the assessment. If that wus not quite clear some alteration would be required, 
1e (Mr. Thompson) did not think that by the section before the council the right to quit- 
ent was abrogated. 5 

‘Mx. Wrwan said that if the principle for which he was contending was admitted, there 
roald be'no necessity for altering thig section. * . 

The section was then agreed to with a verbal amendment. 

On the motion of Mr. Thompson, section 61 was struck out, - 

Section 62 was agreed to, 

« Section 63 was as follows :— * 

“ LXTIL.—Whenover in any district in wlaich such commission shall have been appointed any question 
nafi arise whother any or what and is liable to be axsessed under the provisions hereinbefore ‘contained 
a chowkeedareo whakran land, it shall be lawful for the magistrate to refer to such commission such 
tuestion, and the decision of such question by such commission shall bo final.” 

Basoo Issvx Cuunper Guosa. moved the addition to the section of the words “subject 
> appeal to the judge of the district.” Ie thought that the right of an appeal should be 
‘ven, Cases might occur in which the commissioners might make a mistake in their deoi- 
ion, The operation of the Act would not be confined to ono particular district, but to the 
rhole of Lower Bengal, and to guard against the possibility of injustice provision should be 
aade to give an appeal from the commissioners to the judge of the district. 

Basoo Joreenpro Monun Tacour said that in making the investigations ecntemplated 
y the Bill questi¢ns of title would occur, and questions of title could ouly be satisfactorily 
ecided by persons having large judigial experience. A right of appeal should therefore be 
‘ven, 0 

Banoo Oxovcoo. Cuunver Mookenser said that the investigations to be made under this 
Jill would include the question as to what lands were ma/ and what chukran, and thus involve 
uestions of title; and it was not quite clear by what rules the commissioners were to be guided 
a their investigations, It would be necessary therefore to allew an appeal to the zillah judge, 
rom whose experience as a judicial officer a satisfactory decision might be expected. We 
vere not quite sure what rules would be laid down for the guidance of the commissioners, 
nd whatrules for the reception of evidence, eiz., what is legal and what is not legal evidence ; 
ind therefore ia support of the amendment he (Baboo Onocool Chunder Mookerjee) would 
ubmit that a judicial officer of some standing should have the power to sve whether the 
etermination of the commissioners was correct or otherwise. 

Mk. Tuompson said that the section did not refer to any question regarding the liability 
© assessment on account of any land: the commissioners had only to decide whether the land 
ras mat land or chowkeedarce chakran land, Both the committee who reported on and 
scommended this Bill, and the sclect committee who discussed ite provisions, thought it desir 
ble that commissioners should be appointed to decide these disputes finally, with the express 
bject of keeping them out of the endless litigation that was likely to ensue in the civil courts, 
‘he next section of the Bill provided that the procedure should be the same as that in settlement 
rork which the collector carried on under Regulation VII of 1822, and not the regular pro. 
edure which the civil courts followed. Under the impression that it was thought advisable to 
rovide for the appointment of an officer of experience to give a final decision in cases of dis- 
wutes, the majority of the committee decided that no appeal to the civil courts should be 
owed. 

Ma. Wraran thought it would only be right to allow an appeal to a judicial officer. He 
tas digposed to support the amendment on the ground that it could not possibly do much 
sarm and might protect the legal rights of the parties concerned, 

Mr. Movey said he was opposed to the amendment. In the first place it was rather 
nomalous to give an appeat to one person from the decision of two or three. The result prac- 
ically would be to give an unfair advantaze to one side over the other. If the decision of 
he commissioners was given against the zemindar, he would appeal. But if given on the other 
ide the viliagers from want of means could not, and the Ggverninent would not-appeal. Praeti- 
ally, therefore, it would be giving one side great advantaze over the other. 

Banoo Issur Cuunnen Guosat said that the hon’ble member who spoke last: was opposed to 
he amendment on the ground that if the decision of the commissioners was against the zemin- 
lar, the chowkeedar or the village community would not be in a position to fight out the 
ppeal; but on the other hand he (Babog Issur Chundet Ghosal) did not see how the case 
vould lie. What remedy would the hon’ble member suggeet where the village community 
wr the zemindar claimed more land than they were actually entitled to? The experience of the 
vast sbewed that the zemindar had suffered more at the hands of the officials than form 
hose who were openly against them. He thought that in such cases as the one the council 
vas considering provision should be made for an uppeal. If there was any difficulty in 
loing #0, it was the business of the council to endeavor to overcome that difficulty, It was 
10 reason, because there was a difficulty, that the question should be shirked. 

Tas Presrpent pointed out that the amendment of the hon’ble member was rather to the 
iew: section which the hon’ble membef in charge of the Bill intended to propose after 

















¢ 
$54. SUPPLEMENT TO THE CALCUTTA GAZETTE, JUNE 1, 1870, 








section 64 than to the section uow under consideration. He would suggest that the hén’ble 
member should withdraw his amendment, and propose it again when the motion for*the 
introduction of the new section was made. é 

The motion was then by leave withdrawn, and the section was agreed with some verbal 
amendmests, and the omission of the words— aud the decision of auch question by sach com. 
mission shall be final.” : ‘ 

Section 64 was agreed to, . . 5 

Mr. Tompson moved the introduction of the following section after section 64A :— 

“ LXIVA.—Such commission shall demarcate the botndaries of any lands which they may determiae 
to bo chowkeedaree chakran lands, aud shall make orders under their hand setting forth theland which they 
shall have determined to be chakran chowkeedarce lands and the boundaries thereof, and the name of ¢he 
village for the support of tho chowkeedar of which such lands are assigned, ery syich order shall be 
final and conclusive respecting all matters hereinbefore required to be sct forth in such ordor so far as the 
same shall be therein set forth,” * 

Basoo Issun Cnunper Grosat moved the omission of the last clause of the section 
and the substitution for them of the words— Every such order shall be subject to an appeal 
to the judge of the district, and the decision of such judge shall be final and conclusive.” 

“Tau Hon’stx Asuiey Epen said he was strongly opposed to the amendment. The cases 
which under this Bilk.the commissioners to be appointed would have to try were really settle- 
ment cases, which as district oflivers having large experience in such matters they would be 
thoroughly qualified to decide. A great deal would have to be done by Igcal enquiry, and the 
persons appointed to he commissionera would be officers who were muéh more reliable for the 
purpose of euch enquiries than the civil court ameen, whe practically would be the officer who 
had to demarcate disputed boundaries of chakran lands if the cases went into the civil court. 

Another reason. why ho (Mr. Eden) was opposed to the amendment was the great expense 
attending appeals to the civil courts. ‘The hon’ble gentleman had said that he did not see 
that any expense was involved in one case which was not involved in the other; but surely 
villagers appearing before comfissioners and stating their case to them would have no ex- 
penses, while in the civil court they would have to buy stamps, employ pleaders, and incur all 
the expenses of a regular suit, Besides what status would the villagers have in a civil court: 
there would be a great practical difficulty in settling which of them had a right to suc. It was 
proposed to allow an appeal to the district judge; but it must be remembered that from the 
decision of the judge there would always be an appeal to the high court, and there might 
perhaps be an appeal to the privy council. 

Basoo Onvocoor Cuuxpex Mooxensex said that in the settlement law, Regulation VII 
of 1822, under the provisions of which the commission is to act us far as necessary, except in 
the matter of the amount. of the assessment of the land revenue, a right is reserved of contest- 
ing all other adjudications, as of area, and the party with whom the scttlement is to be made, 
** * by regular suit in the civil court, and there is also provision in that law for appeals to the 
Board of Revenue, 1f the same law (VI of 1822) was intended to be made applicable to inquiries 
by commission under this Bill there would lie an appeal to the Board of Revenue, and the pro= 
ceedings of the commission would be liable to be revised by a civil court. It is only proposed 
that instead of giving a right by regular suit to the party dissatisfied with the order of the com- 
mission, there should be allowed a right of appeal from the order of the commission to the zillah 
jadge, who is a judicial officer of experience and acquainted with the rules of evidence. If the 
villagers can support their ease before the commission and bear the expenses consequent to it, 
he (Baboo Onoocool Chunder Mookerjee) could not see why they, the same villagers, eannot 
prosecuio or defend an appeal to the zillah judge. 10 answer to the objection as to interminable 
appeals und protracted litigation, he would suggest that ouly one appeal might be 
allowed and no more, and the decision on that appeal be declared final. 

The council then divided :— 








: Ayns 5. ! Noxs 6. 
Baboo Jotespdro Mohun Tagore. | Mr. Schaleh. 
Mr. Wyman. | » Thompson, 
Buboo Chunder Mohun Tagore. | 4, Money. 
» Issur Chunder Ghosal. | The Hon'ble Ashley Eden. 
3, Onoveovl Chunder Mookerjee. » Acting Advocate-General. 
1» President, 


The amendment was therefore negatived and the section was agreed to. 
Sections 65 to 68 were agreed to. 

Section 69 was passed with verbal amendments. 

The further consideration of the Bill was postponed. 

The council was udjourned to Saturday, the 28th instant. 
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Annual Report of the Botanical Gardens for tho year 1870. 
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From ©. B. C1anke, Esq., 4.4., Officiating Superintendent, Botanieal Gardens, to the Sgeretary 
to the Government of Bengal,~-(No. 217, dated Botanical Gardens, the 20th April 
1870.) . 


T_nra_leave'to submit the rgpart.of the Calcutta Botanical Gardens from 1st 
April 1869 to 31st.March 1870, 


* + 

2, From Ist April 1869 to 24th May 1869, Mr. W. S. Atkinson was officiating superin- 
tendent of this garden. I received charge from him on 2th May 1869, Since Ist August 1869, 
my attention has been almost entirely veeupitd by the einchona cultivation and) manufactures 
I regret this the less that the entire re-planting of the natural orders with troes and large 
shrubs subsequent to the devastation caused by the great evelone, liad been nearly completed 
by Dr. Anderson before he left for Nngland in February 1869, so that in this department of 
the garden it will probably be advisable not to uttempt much before the trecs planted have 
got up a little, 














8. In these arporescent natural orders several hundred young trees have been planted 
out during the year, elther by way of replacing dead specimens of adding species which were 
not available at the general re-planting of Dr. ‘I. Anderson, The ground formerly oveupied 
by the Agricultural and Horticultural Society was given up by the society ut the close of the 
financial year 1863-69, and the natural orders destined to occupy this ground (riz, Sapine 
dacea—Satiacee und Anacardiaces,) were immediately planted out thereon by my prede- 
cessor. i 





4, The garden being now exposed fully to the south wind which blows across the river, 
even the hardy indigenous trees, such as Zerminalia Culappa, ure very reluctant to start when 
first planted out in the open, and many of the young plauts of exotic species which grow into 
largo trees in their natural habitats, show an inclination to degenerate into stubborn emall 
shrubs. I have planted during the year large quantities of casuarina (whieh grows up very 
quickly in the most exposed situations) to afford shelter to the young trees. These casuarinas 
aay of course be largely cut down as soon as they have performed their duty as nurses. 








5. The collection of annual and herbaceons plants which is arranged into nataral ordera 
and which corresponds to the principal portion of European botanical gardens haa been increased 
by nearly two acres, ‘This herbaceous garden is readily available for Dotanic study, and supplies 
specimens for the pupils of the Calcutta Medival College. 


6. Several new species of palms have been obtained frum the Buitenzorg botanical garden, 
and several new species of ferns, principally from Buitenzorg and Kew. 





1. The now large collection of orchids has been increased Ly some new apceies received 
from Kew, but principally Ly specimens oliained from the gardeners in charge of the Govern- 
ment cinchona plantations in Sikkim and the Khasi Mills. ‘The curator of the garden 
continnes with increased success the cultivation and flowering of these in the bambou-trelliged 
houses constructed after the plan of Bengalee piu gardens, 








8, The rain and sur of Bengal have beea found alike destructive to the paint employed 
on the name labels attached t plants, and from this cause it has hitherto been found impracti« 
cable to keep more than a limited number of the plants in the natural orders legibly named, 
The plan of stamping the names on the metal has been commenced. 





. 

9. The larger old trees stand mostly isolated, and a storm of moderate severity may now 
do more damage than was formerly done by a typhoon, On the 9th June Jast, the garden 
lost the only specimen of asteregyne Coriacca that survived the typhoon of 1857, a new 
and interesting species of Syzygium brought from Parasaath by Dr. 'l, Anderson, a specimen of 
Grevillea robusta just arriving ata seed-beaing ate, and. many other valuable trecs, ‘The 
young trees lately pianted oul. were torn up in large numbers, the avenues of palius especially 
were almost entirely thrown down, These young trees were all set up again, bat their growth 
has been seriously checked, and in some cases permanently spoilt. ‘The palm nursery bouse was 
entirely destroyed ; the sides and doors of the fernery were blown flat down, and every frond 
stripped from the ferns. Th8 garden alxo lost full hulf cf the stock of young trees intended 
for distribution to the public, Ly the destruction of the stages on which the poty for layers 
wore place. 


10, The damage done by this stotm was nevertheless mainly of a temporary nature, 
When Dr. T, Anderson’s design shall Lave been completed, and the trees have grown up into 
solid masses as in Dr. Wallich’s time, I doubt whether the garden ueed fear much from 
typheo: 
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Messrs. J. Veitch and Sous, Cheer, t London 
Botanical Garden, Java .. 
W. M. Bourke, lisq., Calcutta 4 
, ©. Macleod, Bsq., Forvign Department 
W. Virgoo, Esq., Melbourne 
Messrs. George Wall and Co., Colombo 
4, I. Laing and Co., Ballarat 












Dr. J. B. King, Port Blair tee 
The Gardens, ‘Barrackpore Park a 90 
Baboo Jeebon Kissen Paul, Chinsurah oa ‘ 
Agricultural and Horticultural Gardens, Madras 1, im 
‘otario Garilen, Bangalore 
The Cinchona plantations, Khasi Bile +4 
Dr. Jerdon, Shillond 
G, Bartlett, Esq., Calentta 
W-S. Atkinson, Esq., from Darjeeling” ; 
Officiating Supdt. Botanical garden, Caleutta, from Dayjdlns Ug sy 
‘Mr. Deer, ship Neweastle on 12°, ) 
‘The Royal Gardens, Kew aoe, ons ig 169 
C, Lanrie, Esq., Caleutta.. < ee adv) aiakeg . | 3 3 
The Cinchona plantations, Darjeeling... ss cs Le aay Bema, 
M. Henri de Poli, des Messazeries Lmperiales on “i 45 
J. H. Gilbert, Esq. . Moulmein wee aoe see], oeiee 54 












. Total ; aS Q7 


The contributions sent by Dr. J. B, King from Port Blair are large not sale in igang my 
but in value. From the cinchona plantations, and from Dr. Jerdon, large quantities of Bengal 
hill-ferns have been sont in dry boxes. I regret to say that hardly one of these has resuscitated 
at Calcutta, and I fear the only chance of getting*these ferns to Caleutta is by the employment \ 


of Whrdian casas. \ 
12. ‘The following is the abstract of plants distributed hence in cases and boxes, from 


Ast April 1869 to Bist March 1370. 







































Woardian, 
cases, 





Superintendent, Port: Blair 
Messrs, George Wall and Co., Colombo 
Botanic Garden, Shaharunpore ase 
Dr, J. B. King, Port Blair aie 
Colonel G, E. Voyle, na. eee 
Publie Garden, Allahabad eat or - 
A. L. Clay, Esq., Offg. Dy. Commr. of Porulia, Maunbhoom. 
Agricultitral and Horticultural Gardens, Madras , 
H. L, Johnson, disa,, Assistant Bsethie Koosicah ave 
Botanic Garden, Bangalore 
Lady Ord, Singapore... 
W, Pigott, 
Public Garden, ‘Umritenr 
Captain. , Commander, : ssl ‘anda 
G. W. Thomas, Beg. ay 
Botanie Garden, Java 4... 
Mr. Dunne, Sooburneolly 
Sir'T. J. Metcalfe, Bart., London « ... 
Baron Nathaniel Rothschild, utp. London 
Mr. Deer, ship Newcastle 
Pablic Garden, Mirzapore 
G, Dumaine, Esq., Vice Consul, Tay, Galette %s'3 
Dr. derdon, London 49 

in Putt, steamer Zvanioe 


ly Napier, Madras... 



























ae b ug the year under report the total number of packets of seeds reosived “ 
3,007! For these the garden is principally indebted to the Toyal Gardens of Kew Men 
Melbourne, the Jardin des Plantes Paris, the Botanic Gardens of Buitenzorg, Palermo, St, 
- Petersbargh, Berlin, and Hamburgh ; M, Henri de Poli, of the French mail service, has. also 
~ made considerable contributions of seeds from France, Ceylon, China, and Anstraliag and the 
Botanical Garden is-farther indebted to*this gentlefian for the facilities he affords in thy trans- 
mission of Wardian cases of plants between this and other gardens. 
14, During #he year there have been sold to the piblic, seeds realising Rs, 454-12-4, 
jasive of the larger qfantity sold to, the Agricultural and Horticultural Society. The 
nt dne for these would be about Rs." 760, according to the agreement made between 
Dro, Anders and the secretary of the Agricultural and Horticultural Society, but the 
society claims some abatement of this charge, on tho ground that the seeds which the garden 
has been able to supply have not been the sorts contemplated under the agreement, © 
Miseum. 


15, All the plants, forming the herbarium proper, have been now glued down and are 
arranged by orders aud by genera, and to a large extent by species. There is still room for 
an indefinite amount of work in the more accurate arrangement of the species, and in the 
determination of the still Gonsiderable number of indeterminate, but the berbarium is now 
available for consultation, and we can at once turn to any genus and point out what treasures 
under that genus the herbarium possesses, 

16. As exception to the preceding statement, the palms are not yet glued down; they 
© reqaite very large sized paper, which has not yet been obtained from England, Also the orders 
Gramine@, Uyperncom and Apocynacew sont to England by Dr. Thomson for determination at 
Kew, have not yet been returned, but are shortly expected. Also the Aden plants ef Dr. 'T. 
Anderson, anda partof the Burmese collections of Mr. Kurz, have been sent,to Kew temporarily 
for'use in pending publicatioys. The very large mass of duplicate specimens, on the exdmina- 
tion of which the curator of the museam is now engaged (as also the yet unexamined Assam 
collections of Messrs, Masters and Jenkins, and a miscellaneous collection of Mr. Grote) will 
also furnish considerable additions to the herbarium, 
T7. The following additions to the herbarium have been presented during the year:— 
Dr. F.O, Mueller, Melbourne, two valuable collections of Australian plants. 

C, B. Clarke, inspector of schools in south-easy Bengal, a collection of Dacea and 

Khasi plants;—about 500 species. 

—Landell Esq., Khagan, asmall collection of north-west Himalayan plants. 

/» 18, The collection of Bengal plants is now so large and fall that the plan at first adopted 
with miscellaneous Bengal collections, viz., of mounting at least one specimen of each anid then 

arranging these out in the herbarium, ean be no longer economically followed. Of many of 

the commoner plants there are ulready 50 to 100 specimens of each species in the herbarium, 

and the addition of duplicates of identicul form with one already fully represented, only entails 

another toil in weeding judiciously the bundle aguin afterwards. Additions to the Herbarium, 

small in quantity, but of species before imperfectly (or not at all) represented have been made 

_ at numerous points during the past year, and this kind of addition will in future be the most 
Valuable, but it can only be made by those who know pretty well what there is already in the 

herbariam. Several hundred sheets of selected specimens of dried Bengal plants have also 

been despatched to other herbariums. ; 

ovine 19, The binding of the library has been continued so far as the funds at di would 

per With the increased rate of publication of botanical literature, the fixed allowance 

"Which sufficed formerly to keep the library up to,the dy can hardly now be expected to do so. 

- 90, ‘Phe following books have been received during the year :— 

|. T.-Stewart, Panjab Plants, Presented by the Government of India 

. Bentham, Flora Australiensis, vol. 1V. 

O. Mueller, Fragmenta Phytogr. Australim, fase. Nos. 50 and 51, presented by the 


~Walper’s Annales Botanica, vol. VII., fase. 8 and &, 
Bloments of Chemistry, 8 vole. 


‘ks on the species of Pandanus, (pamphlet ) 
Pandanophyllam on allied genera Aes te) ‘ 
List of ms of Botanical Garden, Caleutta... |p) : 
n Ler escrihal of Botanical Gardéa, Calcutta, ¢ P*e#ented by the authors 
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let.) 
Sir W. Hooker. Synopsis Filicum, 1 vol, 
“of Indian Flora, vol. III, , 
et Gatewng Bileae, 1 vel 
i vol. \ 
GeiEaiscen, | v6 : ip Acura 
Orchidacea. vol. I. (wanting Nos, 1 to 8) and vol, II, (Nos. 1 
















7. Moons, T. sl 'B., Onderzoek van basten van Cinchona Calisaya (pamphlet), Presdhited by 
the author, \ 7 
DeCandolle, Prodromus Regni Vegetabilium, vél, XVI, sect prior. *. 
Salm-Dyck, Cactem, 1 vol. ‘ 
V. Kuompelhubor, Gesebicte der Lichenologie, vol. IT, 
Hogskarl, Polygalacew, presertim Indie&e (pampplet.) 
Baillon, A. Histoire des Plantes ; Legumineuses Cesalpinées. 
Van der Bosch and Van der Lufide Lacaste, Bryologia Javanica, fase, G1. 
Linden, J,, Pescatorea, 1 vol. £ . 
4 Periodicals, " 
Proseedings of the Linnean Society, Botany, vol. X, No. 48, and in; vol. X., vol. XI., 
4 . Nos. 49 to 51, and vol. XII. 7 3 bs ad ‘i x; 
‘ Quarterly Journal of Microscopical Science gnd Transactions, " 
* The Annals and Magazine of Natural dlistory, Nos. 34 to 36. 
* Botanical Magazine Nos, 290 to 300. + 
Seemann, §, Journal of Botany, Nos. 74 to 84. 
Annales de Science Natur. Bot. 5 sey., to 1X., Nos. 8 to 6, volume X., Nos..1 to 2, 
Botanische Zeitung, 1869, Nos, 1 to 47. . 
Linnaea, vol. XXXII. Heft. 1 and 2, 
Miquel, Annales Musei Lugd. Bot., vol. TIL., fase, 10, and vol, 1V., fasc. 1 to 7. 
«Flora 1868, Nos. $3 and 34, 1866, Nos. 1 to 25. * 
Bulletin de ? Acad. Imp. des sciences naturelles de St. Petersburg, vol. XIV., Nos. 4 
and 5, vol, XIV, Nos. 1 and°2. : e 
Journal of Travel and Natural History. vol. 1, Nos. 2 to 6, 
21, The nuclens of the economic musenm collected by Dr, T, Anderson consists of speci- 
mens of wood and of economic products in bottles. The paper labels on both these were found 2 
to suffer by the white ants, and the whole collection haé been now labelled with stamped metal. " 
22, ‘The museum is generally in good condition, but is not safe, the building being 
infested in an extraordinary degree by white ants. Moteover,-any book left outside a closed cate 
is liable to be eaten by rats. 'The curator takes every precaution to protect the herbarium and 
library ; but though much additional labor is expended by the establishment, the curator has 
reported to me,that neither the plants nor books can be considered safe from day to day. The 
danger is much increased by the dampness of the very insufficient museum building; but I 
doubt whether in any house in Calcutta, piles of dried plants, too large to be daily overhauled, 
and of which the arrangement must not be altered, would be secure in any bailding, The: 
library‘is divided, and the larger portion is kept in the superintendent’s house, where it is 
comparatively safe, However excellent a library building was provided, I believe a large part 
of the library would always be out of the building. 
Cotton, 


28. On taking charge of the garden, I found in it a very good collection of cotton plants, 
fe., single speeimens of many varieties cultivated after the manner of botanic gardens. ‘The 
curator called my attention to the excellence of the quality of some of these, as of the Sea 
Island, but more especially of two of Major Trevor Clark’s seedlings, and also to the 
Jnxuriunce with which these plants grew in Bengal without any particular care in the culti- . 
vation» ” . ‘ 

24, Native cottons are still cultivated in many districts in Bengal as a i 
though the produce is worth but 8d. a tb. The principal cultivation — Bi Res SS ae 
lower vallies of the hills.and in terai jungle, as ‘in the Darjeeling Terai, the terai south of the a4 
Garo Hills, and in the low hills of Chittagong and Comillah, In such places the culture 
is of a very rough description, and the rent paid for the land is exceedingly small. For the 
higher class cottons I snould preier the deep, alluvial flat soil of the delta, for ich 
considerable rent would have to be paid; yet I believe there is an excellent probability. 
such cottons as Major Trevor ans cee would prove remunerative in Bengal ; 
these has been valued at r Ib. in the Caleutta Chamber of Commeree, and there “abies 
appear to be any greater difficulty in growing it than in growing any ordinary cotton. It is 
true that there have been many failures in the attempts to grow cotton profitably in : 
so there were many difficulties and many disappoiutments in the early attempts to te 
cinchona. When the same machinery and the same energy which Weccsded i coveri 
how to grow cinchona shall have failed in discovering how to grow cotton, I shall still 
thosimpossibility of growing ib unproved. ™ 

25. I have this year, of Major Trevor Clark’s seedlings, No, I. and No, IL,, fifty 
and five plants respectively, and I should add that the quality of the cotton of No, I. 
appears extremely inferior to that which it produced last; BS These hybrid 
ate obtained, I believe, by Major Trevor Clark by complex hybridization, ai 
See ee we may uot be able to profluce them true from seed ; 
ease of this No. I., it must be remarked that the seed was. coll 
lant which stood in the midst of numerous other varieties, so that 
Fortlized by many other kinds, s Ma 



















































petsing established, is to occupy far more ground with them than can be assigned 
ther nic garden, and to cultivate exch particular sort in a patch at a considerable 
distance from other sorts, I have lately despatched to H, Rivett Carnac, Ea sted of Major 
‘Trevor Clark’s No. II. for trial on th8 soed farms which he has cetabllshod, shold oie 
his Sea Island class of cottons to thrive, howéver, far better in Bengal thin on the high 
of Central Indias j : x 
» 2%. Whether any ‘of these fancy pydbrids can be established in Bengal or no, the well- 
‘Known Sea Island flourishes in Bengal, reproduces itself truly, and I think ought to be com- 
mércially profitable. I am very anxious‘to try a few acres of this cotton, of Egyptian, and of 
hybrid, but I have as yet failed in hiring Jand near enough to the garden to admit, of m close 
supervision. hs ” 
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. 
2 g Ppecacuanha, ; a 

28. The plants of ipecacuanha in this garden are in almost exactly the game condition 
that they were a year ago. ‘They have been moved into every variety of,situation, and the 
eurator has exhausted his art.in varying the managément of them, but they remain unhealthy- 
looking little shrubs} three to four inches high, with no growth upon hem, 

29, The plants of ipecacuanha sent to 'the cinchona plantations near Darjeeling have 
done slightly bettes. The stock has been increased to twelve plants, of which five are planted 
altogether out of pots. The two larger plants are six inches high, and one of them see 
about tg produce bloom. The growth for the year is excessively small, but the older plants’: 
growth was spoilt by taking cuttings from them, and the phants are far healthier than those 
kept at Calcutta, The clevation at, which they are kept is from 200 tp 3,500 feet; one planted 
out at 5,000 feet died, it is presumed, from the cold. ‘ 

80. The opinion both of the head gardener at Darjeeling and of the curator of this 
garden is, that ipecacuanha is a plant which will not endure severe cutting, and that our chance 
of successiully growing it on any large scale must be by seed. As explained in my last, 
annual report, there is little chance of the plant setting seed while we have plants of only ove 
of its two dimorphous types. 

E TDicAndarein has collected diligently plants from various European gardens, and hoper to 
Dring out with himself forty or fifty plants: he has succeeded, moreover, in getting both the 
long-styled and short.styled forms. 3 
Da ie ‘ Tobaceo. ’ is 
| BI. T owe to theskindness of Dr. J. D. Hooker some seed of the finest sort of Latakia 
and Havaona tobacco; this has produced flourishing patcbes of plants, the seed from which is 
promised to H, Rivet Conga. The garden possesses also Manilla and Virginian tobaccos 
in addition to many sorts botanically curious. . 


Rheea. 
et 
82. His Excellency the Viceroy having directed public attention to the cultivation of 


rhea, the curator of the garden has propagated by cuttings (the garden plants do not here — 
produce seed) the specimen rheea plants and has been able during the year to supply 112 plants. 


‘to various public officers and private individuals desirous to experiment therewith, “The 
has now L008 plants available for distribution, et \s 
33. In ical works the modern name for rheea is Bakmeria nivea, and Roxburgh’s 


a tenacissima is supposed either to be exactly synomymous with it or to 


ing variety, The Secretary of State for India has lately forwarded to the 
t a printed extract from the France du Nord of the 20tn December 1869, 
that.in America the cultivation of Urtica utilis, or Urtica tenacissima of Roxburgh, 
x up, and that this species has been found to be superior to Bahmeria mivea in 
con be worked up with perfect: facility. Mn the absence ofall specimens, I can 
on this that it is quite possible that the fibre of one variety may be very superior 
‘ther, ag is the ease in cotton, though the varieties may be considered by botanists 
* 4 7 


%, 
cpplan ta tora ftom den as theea, luced by contin 
cburgh’s own Urtica enacitios, and*if the safely 9a, pegs pone 
heaa, i only be becatse it is uot exactly the Urtica tonacissima of Roxbt 


a Salt-Water Lake Cultivation. 


imental Wultivation of a drained portion of. sha Baita, 
a Cisden, A ee thacontan ee 

ave died straight off: th es 

‘nearly. 


‘The only plan for giving thege high class cottona, especially the hybrids, a fiir 



















‘ ae 

35. During the year I have obtained eighteen varieties of the most 
from Malda, three improved kinds+of litchi (one’ almost stoneless)—and Dr, T, Andersoh has 
forwarded sbme of the, best sorts of pine-apple coltivated in English hothouses, ‘The most 
thoughtl&s European does not faid to notice the apathy with which the Bengalee continues to 
cultivate inferior kinds of fruit, as if she quality of each produce was that which God is pleased — 

to give it. Only, strangers to Bengal will raise the che that. market-gardening is 
not the duty of a Botanic Garden, and that for Government to embark in itis unjust interferenee. 
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Abstract of the Results of the Hourly Moteorological Observations taken = 

at the Surveyor-General’s Office, Calcutta, in themonthof = = 
‘ : April 1870. é Pipe 
¥ ? - ig’) ote 4 i “| 
De 22° $3"'1” North, Longitude 88° 20’ 34” East. Height of the Gistern of the 
» Standard Barometer above the Sea Level, 18°11 feet, * mt re, «| 
SS haa 
2 » MONTHLY RESULTS., } 1 
, » Iffches, 
Mean height of fhe Barometer for the month wh sen bowed 20°57 
* Max, height of the Barometer occurred at 10 a.m. on the 3fd fea vee 29°048, 
Min. height of the Barometer occurred at 5 p.at. on the 9th oy vee 29°568 M4 
Betreme range of the Barometer during the month ... i see 0880 ae 
“© ‘Mean of the daily Max. Pressures on a yee see 29832 

i. Ditto ditto Min, ditto fr) v8 Pa vee 29078 

Mean daily range of the Barometer during the month ... ate ae O54 seit 
oa 

Mean Dry Bulb Thermometer for the month She 

Max. Temperatare occurred at 4 Pat. on the Ist “ se x 

Min. Teimperatureoceurred at 6 a. M. on the 11th vse SOUS 

Eatreme range of the ‘Temperature during the month 5 30°9 

Mean of the daily Max. Temperature S eo oe O85 : | 

Ditto ditto “ Min. ditto ved oan ser ote Roe MOR NO 

Mean daily range of the Tomperature during the month ie we TBE MPa 





7 ™ , 4 
Mean Wet Bulb Thermometer for the month 6 oe 
Mean Bulb Thermometer above Mean Wet’Bulb Thermometer ... 


Computed Mean Dew-point for the month ... oe acs 
Meat “Diy Bulb’ Thermometer above computed mean Dew-point .., 
















Mean Blastio fores of Vapour for the month Pat cae 
Mean Weight of Vapour for the month .., = SR 
Additional sight of Vapour required for complete saturation 

Mean degree of humidity for the month,complete saturation being unity 


Mean Max, Solar Radiation Thermometer for the month naa 
Nay A : 
_ Rained eleven days,—Max, fall of rain during 24 hours 

» ‘Total amount of rain during the month’... ‘ 
_ otal amount of rain indicated by the gauge attached 
sc! the month on 5 Sate, Se 
Provailing direction of the Wind ust 
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Weekly Return of Traflig Receipts on Indian Railways. 
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7B 8.00 118 added on actount of fe of loomotive cal carried on Fubbulbore Lino. 


EAST INDIAN RAILWAY JSUBBULPORE LINE. 
Approvimate Return of Trafic for Week ended 8th May 1870 on 223 miles open. 



































i Ra, As P. Lad Mads. Bes Ra, As, B, end £. de 
sau § 8 a + 34,098 20 | 13,807 18 ed es 
3 317 6 ai 35 9 6 Sin #11 
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ie ‘otal for 19 wooks - 
Companion. - : - 
106000 8-9] Forze 6 a] Gosyo7 10 | so1ss7 14 0 
oad 81210 fen "905 48 
: > “or 
‘ EAST INDIAN RAILWAY JUBBULPORE LINES 
%, . : ‘ % 
* Approvimate Return of Traffic for Week ended \5tk May 1870 on 228 miles peg. 
we " + | 
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Proceedings of the Council of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal for 
the purpose of making Laws and Regulations, 








Saturday, the 28ih May 1870. 


Present: 
His Honor rue Lrevrenanr-Goveror of Bexoat, presiding, 


J. Granam, Esq., Acting Advocate-General, Basoo Issuk Cuunper Guosan, 
‘Tux Hon’stn Asuiey Epey, Basoo Cuunper Monun Cfiarrensen, 
A. Monex, Esa,, 0.3. | F. F. Wxatan, Esq, 

A, R. Tuompson, Esg., | AND 





°V.H. SciAtou, Ese., Banoo Jorzenpro Monun Tagore. 


VILLAGE CHOWKEEDARS. 


On the motion of Mx. Tuomrson the council proceeded to the further consideration of 
ho report of the select committeo on the Bill to provide for the appointment, dismissal, and 
maintenance of village chowkeedars. 

The postponed section 1 was the interpretation clause. 

After some verbal amendments, the definitions of the words “ village” and “ chowkeedar” 
were, on the motion of Mx. Taompson, omitted as unnecessary, 

Mr. Taompson then moved the substitution of the following definition of “ chowkeedaree 
chakran lands” for that contained in the Bill :— 

“* The words ‘ chowkeedaree chakran lands’ shall mean lands which may have been assigned, otherwise 

than under a temporary sottloment, for the maintenance of the officer who may have been bound to 

watchin any village and report crime to the police, and in respect to which such officer may havo beep 

Tiable to render service to a zemindar.” . ° 

He said that the definition of this term had given some trouble to prepare, and, as he had 

explained on a former oecasion, a more enlarged definition than that contained in the Bill was 

found necessary. He had stated that he found that the term “ chowkeedareo chakran lands” 
‘was applicable to lands assigned for the support of the village policeman, by which assigns 

ment the Government and the zemindar had somé kind of right in the services of the 

wkeedar; and generally, that that definition would apply to all chowkeedaree chakran lands 

| the western districts. But, as he had ona former occasion explained, there were some dis- 

" triots, especially Midnapore, where lands were assigned for the maintenance of the village police, 

Sut . the zemindar was not entitled to any service from the chowkeekar; and in such 

eases ib would be perfectly unnecessary to make over the land or to remit any part of the 

We i t on those lands. Again, it was well ascertained, as the honorable member opposite 

could certify, that in the temporary settlements made in Orissa lands surrendered 

of were exempted fram assessment, and that in such cases* the proprietors 

0 any compensatign for the surrender of such land. The definition now 

consideration of the council had been drawn up after careful consideration of 














Basoo Jorsenpno Monun Tacore said that, before the motion was put to the yote, he j 
would suxgest that the definition should be made more explicit as regards the limitation of * 
time within whieh the liability to service may have existed. It Was well known that in many 

istricts zgmindars had been deprived, by the arbitrary acts of magistrates, of the services to 
which ghey were entitled'from the village chowkvedar, , Exercising powers, in the double eet 
of police superintendent and nfagistrate, these officérs not only encroached upon the rights of 
the zemindars to nominate and dismiss the chowkeedars, but issued orders to the darogahs to 
prohibit the village watchmen from rendering ‘services to the, landholders, and in some 
cases they even wént so far as to punish witl fine or inyprisonment those zemindars oréheir 
agents who employed the chakran-holders in the performance of mal duties, Jt was useless for 
the zemindars to contend against these proceedings, for their complaint lay to the very Officer 
who had exercised such arbitrary powers, Mgny indeed had under the cireumstances quietly 
submitted to the wrong, but he would ask whetber it was just that the present owners of land 
should be deprived of their rights because the zemindars of that time did not think it prudent to 
dispute the matter with the constituted authorities. He thought that no lapse of time should 
bar such equitable rights of a person, when it was ascertained that he had been unjustly 
deprived of them by the illegal proceedings of the district officers. He would therefore move 
“the insertion of the words “ at any time” before “liable.” oh 

Mn. Scuator said that he could not express his concurrence in the amendment, be- 
canse it would have an extremely one-sided effeet As the wording of the proposed definition 
stood, if the zemindar could prove that he now received or had withfn any reasonable time 
received service from the chiwkeedar, the commissioners would take that into consideration ; but 
if the words “ at any time” were ineerted, the zemindar might attempt to make out that services 
were renderedhat a period long anterior to the permanent settlement, and that would make the 
provision a one-sided one; because, though many zemindars had throughout the western dis- 
tricts very largely appropriated lands assigned ‘for the maintenance of chowkeedars, the Bill 
did not propose that that question should be investigated. The Bill proceeded on the existin, 
state of things: it did not propose to revive old contentions, He thought therefore that the 
definition should not be left so indefinite as the words proposed to be added would make it, 

» Bavoo Joreexpro Moun Tacore said that he would have no objection to add to his 
amendment the words “alter the permanent settlement.” But if the state of things as they 
at present existed were only taken into consideration, zemindars who had been arbitrarily 
deprived by the magistrate of the services to which they are entitled from the village chowkeedar, 
would not only lose their right to those services, but to the chakran lands as well, and that 
for ng fault of their own, 

Mu. Wrvan said he understood that the Bill proposed todeal with the present state of 
things, and not to go back to some remote period in order to rectify abuses that had then 
ceeurred. ‘The definition now proposed was a great improvement, He was not present-at the 
meeting when it was proposed to make over to the zemindar the whole of the chowkcedaree 
chakran land and assess the zemindar at only one-half of its value; and, till this morning, he 
bad not fully understood why the zemindar should have the whole of the land and be assessed at 
only one-half of its value, He now understood that the zemindar was entitled to certain services 
from the chowkeedar, and in consideration of his giving up bis right to those services, he would 
receive as an equivalent the whole of the land, and be assessed at only one-half of its value, But 
to go back for the purpose of ascertaining whether at some remote period the zemindar wag 
entitled to those services appeared to him (Mr. Wyman) open to very serous objection, as rilising: 

mestions already setiled, and to arrive at a satisfactory solution of which it, would now be 
impossible. He would therefore oppose the amendment. GES: 

Baxsoo Issuk CHUNDER Guorat said that he thought the amendment proposed was a fair 
and just one, because. i{ by any chance or by an order of the magistrate the zemindar has been’ 
deprived of the services of the chowkeedar, he ought to be pormitted to show his right to 
those services. It would be very hard if a zemindar was not allowed to prove his right to — 
services of which he had been arbitrarily deprived. Of course, as originally pro; , th 
amendment was open to the objection that it was indefinite; but if, as thes amendment now 
stood, the period within which the liability to service existed was restricted to a time after the 
date of the permanent settlement, he thought no reasonable objection could be raised to the: 
proposition. Bae sh t 

Mn, T'nomrson said, the council would remémber that when the Chota Nagpore ‘Ter 
Act was under discussion, great difficulty was experienced in settling those point 
referred to the periods of limitation within which parties claimed the personal services of 
tenants, In the present case the remedy was suggested of extending the period to 
of the permanent settlement, a proposition which he consid } 

He would ask the hon’ble mover of the amendment whether, if a zen 

court and claimed compensation for the loss of such services, he would get p 

for services which he had not enjoyed within the last 12 years. If any limitation ' 

imposed, he (M¥. Thompson) thonght it should Be a limitation of 12 whic 

general period Of limitation in eases of this » He would b 

take the hon’ble mover of the, amendment on his ‘ 
asserted, and by none more 
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chowleedaree lands and appropriating them to their own use. He (Mr. Thompson) was willing 
‘to say that if the zemindara were prepared to surrender the lands which they had thus ap- 
Proprigted, he would have no objection to meet them half way, and allow them to prove their 
Tight to services which they did not enjoy whep the Bill came into operation ;'but if the 
* advantage was to be all on one side, ‘ang the zemindar alone was to be allowed to prove his 
right to services which he had not received for the last 20, 80, or 50 years, he (Mr. Thompson) 
would most decidedly object to any proposal such as that which was now before the council. 
He would prefer that the definition Should,stand as proposed, or at the furthest, that a limita 
tion of 12 years be fixed. 

Basoo Issox (uvNvER Guosay said that the principle contended for by the hon’ble 
member in charge of the Bill appeared to be that because the zemindars have done some i 
wrong, the Government onght to do somethirjg similar to recoup themselves for the loss | 
sustained: if the zemindar has taken land that belonged to the chowkeedar, # was nob 

‘ht for the Government to treat the zemindars in an equally arbitrary and illegal manner, 
16 suggestion made by the honorable mover of the amendment appeared to be just and fair. 

Basoo Joreenpro Monun Tacore said he would read to the council a roobokaree which ‘ 
was issued by a magistrate in the year 1855, and which would show the arbitrary way in 
which the zemindars were forced out of their just rights :— 

“No. 1788. 
. 17th December 1855. = 
F . Srd Pous 1262. ry ‘ 
snout Na of H. B. Lawford, officiating magistrate of the Fousdary Court of zillah East Burdwan: 
Camp gooria. 


In conformity with the cireular letter No. A, dated tho 8th December, of the cindift commissioner, 
Burdwan division, by which chowkeedars are prohibited from serving the zemindars, it is 





cL ee | 






















Ordered 
‘That perwannahs be issued to the darogahs to prohibit the chowkeedars in their jurisdiction from per- 
forming any services to the zomindars.”” i 
Mr. Tnompsow said he believed the hon’ble member was well aware that that ordor 
was set aside by the decision of the privy council to which he (Mr. Thompson) had reforred at: 
a former meeting, and in which it was held that a zemindar in the burdwan or Hooghh 
district was entitled to certain kinds of service from the chowkeedar. The order whi 
the hon’ble member had read was perfectly obsolete. 
Basoo Jorzenpxo Monvn Tacore said that he only referred to the order as an instance. 
There were hundreds of similar cases which occurred before 1855, but in whjch no action 
had been taken, 

The amendment was then negatived. 

The original motion having been proposed— 

Basoo Jorgenpro Monun Tacore asked what would become of those chowkeedaree lands 

in respect of which the zemindar got no service. 
Mu. Tuomrsos explained that if at the time of the passing of this Act a chowkeedar* 
rendered service to the zemindar, the commission appointed by Government to investigate 
these cases would be justified in admitting the land assigned for tho support of such chow- 
keedar to come within the definition of chowkeedaree chakran land and to be transferred to 
the zemindar ; but if no service was rendered to the zemindar, the land would not be held to 
be of that description. 

Basoo Jorsenpro Monvn Tagore said he thought that lands for which chowkeedars paid 
@ quit-rent should be held to come within the definition of chowkeedaree chakran land. 

Mn. Scuaten said that he did not think that the paying of quiteront had anything to 
do with the question of the compensation to be allowed for loss of services. Where the 
zemindar was entitled to the services of the chowkeedar along with a quit-rent, the land 
would be transferred to the zemindar under the provisions of this Bill. But where the 
zeminflar only received a quit-rent the land for which sugh quit-rent was paid would not fall 
‘within the provisions of this Bill; the zemindar would continue to receive the quit-rent, and 
‘would be in no worse position than that in which he was before. 

Banoo Jormunvro Monvn 'l'acore said that in that gase the advantage would be all on 
side of the chowkeedar, who would merely pay a quit-rent, and enjoy the profits of the 
‘ithont rendering any services either to the zemindar or the village community. 
motion was then carried, " 
‘the motion of Mr, Taomeson the following definition of the word “ zemindar” was 
after the above:— . 
*zomindar’ shall mean the person whose namo is rogistered in tho general register of 
revenue directly to Government as the proprietor of an estate so paying revenue, or the : 
‘name is rogistered in the general register of rent-freo tenures as proprietor of a rent-free 


to. 
sedtion 2 was also agreed to. 2 
the addition to section 8 of the following words :— 
Shall be appointed in any village until 
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He thought some provision of the kind contemplated by the amendment would be quired 
for the successful working of the Bill, In the remarks he had fgrmerly made on section 487 
he creme awish that one of the members of the punchayet should always be a man, elected 
by the villagers as the headman of the village. There were, however, some difficulties conneet- 
a wine the introduction of sueh a provision, and though he still thought the Act would work » 
better, and with a fairer chance af success if the chief member of the punchayet was swat 
the representative of the villagers, yet he confessed that such a provision was not m ily 
connected with the purport of this Bill, and that its introductioh at the present «tage of the 
Bill might lead to some complication. He (Mr. Money) had therefore given up that. Point, 
‘out while doing so he was more convinced thin ever of the necessity of persona com- 
munication with and explanation to the residents of every village in which the mew 
provisions of this Bill are to be introduced. As the Bill stood, all that was provided was that 
the magistrate may appoint a punchayet ; how was he to select? This point was not referred to. 
‘The modus operandi would vary with the idiosyneracies and prejudices of each officer. ‘There 
were only three practicable modes of making the selection, The first by applying to the 
police; the second, by applying to the zemindar; the third, by ascertaining the feelings and 
wishes of the people as to the men whoshould be appointed, The firsttwo modes were no doubt 
the simplest and least troublesome and therefore the most likely to be adopted. A magistrate 
who distrusted the police would apply tothe zemindar, a magistrate who disbelieved in zemindars 
would ask the opinion of the inspector of police; having availed himsclf of one of these two 
sources of information the magistrate would issue three or five sunuds. But it did not 
follow that the persons to whom sunuds would be issuéd would be acceptable to the people, or 
that they Wweuld even be the persons possessing the greatest influence wich the villagers or the 
most respectable persons in the village, If they are not, it is clear that the success{ul working 
of the Act will be much jeopardized. He (Mr. Money) thought that it was most important 
that before the introduction of the Act into any village the villagers should know exactly the 
object. and purport of the law. If some such amendment as that which he now pro) were 
not adopted, the first intimation which the villagers would receive of the proposed introduction 
of the Act might be the arrival in the village of the sunuds of appointment of the members of 
the punchayet, He could conceive the state of bewilderment into which g village would 
thus be thrown, Possibly some explanatory order or perwannah might accompany the 
sunnuds, but even if such were the ease, the punchayet could not introduce the operation of the 
Act so satisfactorily as if its provisions had been personally explained to them by competent 
authority. If must be remembered that all the ryots in the districts of Bengal were not like 
those marvellous ryots of Burdwan and Hooghly who had come up to the council with, 
memorials showing a knowledge of the laws of Menu and Akbar and of the old regulations, 
superior probably to that possessed by any member of this council. He (Mr. Money) thought 
therefore that it was a matter of very great importance that the provisions of the law should 
in every case be clearly explained to the villagers. 

He might be told, and probably would, that the object he’bad in view would be provided for 
satisfactorily by rules to be issued ander section 68. He bad no doubt that whatever rules 
will be passed by the Government will be judicious rules; but it appeared to him that it was a 
dereliction of duty on the part of any legislative body to trust to the executive Government. 
for rules on any point which they considered really necessary to the satisfactory working of — 
any measure which they may pass. It is the duty of the council to make their laws as 
complete as they can, and not to leave them to be supplemented and licked into shape by 
subsequent rules to be framed and issued by the executive Government. If the eouncil 
agreed with him»that the successful working of this Bill will depend on the extent to which 
the villagers are consulted as to the men to be appointed to the punchayet, and on the extent 
to which the object and purport of the Bill are explained to the village communities, then he 
shoped they would consider that this amendment or some similar amendment yas necessary. 
The council would observe that the amendment was so worded as to leave to the ‘istrate 
exactly the same power of nominfition.as was already given him. He (Mr. Money) no 
wish to tie down the hands of the magistrate to the nomination of any particular persons. 
All that he wished was that before the Bill came into operation the villagers should have their 
say as to the people whom they wotild recommend as members of the punchayet, and that the 
dare duties of the punchayet,should be explained to them, If this were » he felt sure 
that in ninety-nine cases out of one hundred the people whom the villagers wished to be 
appointed would be appointed, and the successful working of the law would so far be secured, 

Bazoo Issun Cuvxper Guosat said that he would support this i 


pleasure, because when the Bill was before the police committee he had occasion 
pet to notice, when he and another member of the committee were overruled. 
;the amendment would doa great deal of good, because personal communi 
illagers meet be abscment of foliente: the introduction of the Bill, 
Re man said he had also the amendment with great pleasure, 
ing of this Bill real pend ental the iy fo 
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to'the villagers that the purport of the Act was not oppressive, but caloulated for the benefit 
* of the people and for theit own protection. He thought that the amendment was calculated 
‘to do a vast deal of good.’ 


“Mr. Tuompson said he fully recognised the force of the observations made by,the hon’ble 
‘mover of the amendment as to the aqvisability of exercising the greatest care in the gntrodue- 
tion of this Bill. In framing the Bill af it is, a chief object*was that the great mass of details 
relating to the duties and procedure of punchayets skould be provided for by rules to be 
framed and issued by tha executive Government. Personally his own view was that it would 
‘Wb very much better that the manner of appdihting punchayets should be provided for by rales 
which the Lieuteuant-Governor was eppowered to issue, and he had no hesitation in saying, 
from the interest which Government took in this measure, that every endeavour would be ie 
by the Lieutenant-Governor to enforce very strictly the greatest care in the selection .and 
nomination of those who were to be punchayets of villages. 

‘The objection which he took to the amendment in the form in which it was presented was 
the almost impossibility of carrying out the law if it became obligatory on every magistrate 
to hold personal communication with the residents of every village, and to ascertain from 
them the names of the leading men of the village before any appointments could be made. 
If the council came to consider that in a sub-division there are at least 600 villages, and that 
in at least one-half of these villages the Bill would have to be introduced, the adoption of the 
amendment would necessitate the appointment of a special officer in each sub-division (which 
would be expensive as well as asource of delay) to go round to the villayes in order to hold the 

nired communication ; or if the work was done by the sub-divisional officer himself, would 
interfer® greatly with his regular duties and make it impossible that the Act could be carried 
out.in any one sub-division before the expiration of two or three years. IftMe effect of the 
amendmentwas that it was to be a condition precedent to the nomination of any punchayet 
that there should have been a personal communication with the residents of each village, he 
(Mr. Thompson) certainly thought there would be great difficulties in giving effect to such 
anarrangement, If any general form of amendment were proposed that on the first intro- 
duction of the Act in any sub-division the magistrate should issue a notice explaining its pur- 
port, and then leave it optional with him personally to consult the villagers as to the persons 
who should be appointed to the punchayet, the amendment would be less objectionable; but 
if the intention of the amendment was that the Act could not be introduced without thi 
additional expenso and trouble in every case, he (Mr. Thompson) was decidedly opposed to it. 

Bazoo Issur Cuunprr Guosat said that he had been in charge of a sub-division, and he 
was one of the first to carry out the provisions of Act XXVI. of 1850. He never any 
ficulty in going over half a dozen villages in the course of a morning; and as no sub- 
division contained more than from 200 to 300 villages, the work of holding personal commu- 
nication with the residents of the villages in any sub-division could be done in the course of 
two or three months at the most. Looking to the results to be gained from the course 
proposed, he thought it would be no great hardship to the sub-divisional officers to require 
them to hold personal communication with the residents of the villages in which the Act was 
to be enforced, and it would afford great relief to the villagers themselves. It wasa matter 
for the consideration of the superior executive authorities whether the aub-divisional officers 
should he required to perform this duty. But he thought any officer wbo had the least energy 
and heart to do his work would be able to effect these arrangements in bis ub-division within 
two or three months. Consequently he (Baboo Issur nder Ghosal) did not see the foree of 
the objection raised to the amendment. 
The Prrstpent said he thought that the amendment as it stood was hardly admissible, 
and it seemed to him that it was not a very desirable provision to introduce into the Bill ab 

Asit was, the words “ personal communication with the residents of the village” were too 


































gent would be necessary to add the words “or some of them” after “ residents of 

yillage,” and if that were done it would perhaps make the section more indefinite then the 
“honorable member might wish, Still it did not appeag to him (the President) that the amend- 
sment should be int ced with the general words “ residents of the village,” which might 


‘mean every resident. a 
hen be certainly objected to the concluding words of the amendment, requiring tho 
i to ascertain from the residents the names of the leading men of the Ho 


Gren would prefer that the matter should he left to tho executive Goversment, 







he t that on the whole these matters will be more easily and better provided for 
framed by the Government than by a clause in the Act. If thecouncil on the whole 
opinion that this Act should not be introduced in any village until some officer had 
[personal ication wi i and had explained to them 

i ght that the provision, if amended as he had 
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ascertain the wishes of the villagers as to the men to be appointed members of the panchayet. -¢ 
There had been nothing of that sort said or intended. He (Mr. Money) thought there 
should be personal communication between some officer and the residents of the villages in 
which the Act was about to be introduced. The manner in which such aommaitinliee Weiee 
take’plage would probably be as follows. «The officer, would pitch his tent at some a“ 
village and send for the residents*of the neighbouring villages, and there explain generally 
object and purport of the law, and ascertain the naines of the leading men in each village. 
If it was impossible for the sub-divisional officer to do this within four or five months, it 
would be still more impossible for him to do wMat Isst Saturday the council by the law tifen 
passed contemplated every sub-divisional officer doing—namely, personally to conduct thegen- 
quiries neceseary for the proper assessment and collection of the income tax. "Here it was only 
necessary to make one explanation for each village, but in the assessment and collection of 
the income tax the means and profits of many individuals must be enquired into. He 
(Mr. Money) did not anticipate any such difficulty as had been represented in carrying out 
the provision contained in his amendment, 

With regard to the suggestion which fell from his honor the president, to introduce the 
words “or some of them” after “residents of the village,’ and to leave out the last 
portion of the amendment as being somewhat vague, he (Mr. Money) would be happy to 
comply with that suggestion, because what was really required, namely, personal eommunica- 
tion between the magistrate and the villagers, would still be secured. All he wanted was to 
secute such communications. It could not well take place without the opinion of the villagers 
being ascertained,as to the persons they would wish to haye appointed. He would, therefore, 
by leave of the council, withdraw his motion, and substitute the following :— * 

“Provided avo that no punchayct shall be appointed in any village until some officer exercising any of 
the powers of a magistrate shall, in personal communication with the residents of that village or some of 
them have explained to them the general duties of a punchayet.” 

Mr. Tuompson said his objection partly was to the delay which the amendment would 4 
cause in the introduction of the Act throughout a sub-division, and partly because the object 
sought by the amendment would best be realised by rules framed by the executive Govern- 
ment, Where the law was silent as to the definite mode of procedure, there would be an absence 
of obligation in every case, and much would be left to the discretion of the local magistrate. 
As he had before said, the interest which the Government took in this Bill was a sufficient 
guarantee that the rules for carrying it into effect should be laid down with the greatest care 
and enforced with the greatest strictness. It was intended that the law should. be introduced 
gradually and tentatively to avoid as far as possible the least cause for dissatisfaction. He was 
in hopes that when the Bill was once introduced in any place its success would stimulate the 
desire for its extension into other districts, and when that happened and the people were carried 
along with us, there would be no necessity for such an obligatory provision as the hon’ble 
member proposed. 

‘The council then divided :— 

Avzs 6, Nous 4, 


Baboo Joteendro Mohun Tagore, Mr. Thompson, 
‘Mr. Wyman, The Hon'ble Ashley Eden, 
‘Baboo Chunder Mohun Chatterjee, The Acting Advocate-General, 
Issur Chunder Ghosal, ‘The President. 
Schalch, 

» Money. 

The motion was therefore carried. 

On the motion of Mx. Tuomrson some verbal amendments were made in section 41. 

‘The postponed sections 48 to 50 related to the appointment of munduls in villages in — 
which punchayets were not appointed. 

Mn Twourson said he had considered the observations that had been made on these 
sections, but, would nevertheless maintain the principle on which they were based. Ho 
thought that, with the amendments of which he had given notice, they were not fairly 
to the objections that had been taken to them. He would move in section 48 the insertion of 
the words “ with the consent of such resident” after “ village” in line 9, and the addition to the 
section of the words “ for the purposes of this Act.” alt 

Baboo Joreespro Monvn Tagore said that he would once more beg leave AE pecetie 
extreme hardship of the position in which the zemindar would be het by the Bil raehy 
him to do what he was powerless to do, and then imposing on hima heavy eon ee Rey 
plying with the requisition, Where the zemindar bad a mundal he might Po able to uiekeehe 
nomination, but even in such cases it was not likely that the mundul would always be wi 
to undertake such heavy responsibilities. In the villages in the Hastern districts the 
had no munduls, and in such cases, if tho zemindar was obliged to make a nomina‘ 
nominee withheld his consent, the zemindar would be placed in a difficult 
he had no power to compel diay person to accept the gifice of muidal thecal 
act; and even in villages where there were munduls, it would be N 
much in their hands, inasmuch as they would be in iti 
« they consented to accept the reson ied which this Bill eer 

‘knowing that there was a heavy penalty for the zemindar if he failed 




















sey could with perfect impunity refuse to act. He (Baboo Joteendro Mohun Tagore) 
Bava yee re oppose the an endcibnk . ‘ 

The Hon’stu Asutay Epew said, that in addition to what ho had stated on a former occa- 
sion if seemed to him that the zemindar was already bound to report to the police certain 
classes of offences occurring within any,of his estates, and for this purpose he mast 
some agency in every village within his bstate. The zemindurs would therefore, for 
poses of this Bill, naturaliy select the persdns on whom tity at present depended for ria 
reports to the police, He{Mr. Eden) thought there could be no hardship in requiring a 
zeuindar to employ one servant in each villdgd: whatever he paid now he would continue to 
Pay, gad he woyld'be exactly in the same position as before. 

joo Jorret pro Monon Taconn said the honorable member who spoke last had not taken 
into consideration the case of the Hastern districts to which reference had been made. In 
those, districts the zemindar merely had his+general gomashta, and consequently had to 
no one for conveying information to the police, But the gomashta could not be made mandul, 
because he was not a resident of that particular village. He (BabooJoteendro Mohun Tagore) 
would suggest that ou the zemindar reporting to the magistrate that the person whom he 


nomin: refused to act, some penalty should be imposed on the person so refusing; but if 


no remedy was given to the zemindar it would be placing him ina very false and precarious 
ition. 

Li Bazoo Issur re eke Guosat said he did not see the advantage of inserting the words 

“with the consent of’such resident.” Suppose a zemindar chose to nominate a person with 

whom he was at fend, that person would never give his consent to such nomination. 

Tux Paestpxxt observed that from the wording of section 50 it would appear that'the 
insertion of these words in section 48 was intended, and only inadvertently omifed. 

Mr? Sonatcu said, no doubt it was intended that the consent of the person nominated 
should be secured, because otherwise the zemindar had only to nominate any person, whether 
he consented to act or not, and if the person refused to act as mundal, the zemindar could not 
be required to make a fresh nomination. 

z. ‘THOMPSON said, when we considered the very limited extent to which these sections 
would apply, as they were only applicable to the few villages in which there were less than 60 
houses, or which could not be formed into unions, he did not see that there was any better alter- 
native for the council to adopt. In almost all villages the zemindar had some person to attend 
to his work, with whom he could easily make arrangements to perform these duties. 
‘The council then divided :— 


Avgs 8. | Nors 2. 


Mr. Wyman. Baboo Joteendro Mohun Tagore. 
Baboo Chanda Mohun Chatterjeo, » Issur Chunder Ghosal, 
“Mr. Schaleh. 
» Thompson. 
*, Money. 
The Hon'ble Ashley Tden. 
‘The Acting Advocate-General. | 
‘The President, | 
a! . 
‘The motion was therefore carried. 
Banyo Joreunpxo Monun Tacons moved the addition to the section of the following 
Proviso :— 

“ Provided that when more persons than one may be zomindars of the village the person having the 
Jnrgost interest shall bo roquired to nominate auch mandul; whore all or any such person or persous have an 
‘equal intorost, ivshill bo in the disorotion of the magistrate to require any ono of such porsons to make such 
nomination,” 









After some conversation— 
Mg. Tuomeson said, that considering the trouble thatthe settlement of these sections 
had involved, and the very little good that was likely to ensue from their operation ; considering 
farther, that the general regulations required zemindars to report the occurrence of certain 
crimes within the limits of their estates, he (Mr. Thompson) thought it would be better to 
‘ these sections altogether. After the Bill was republished the council might take into con- 
q n the Sahisabiliey of introducing some provisions’ in the Bill which should maintain 
‘strictness the ity of the zemindar to report crime in such places, He would 
‘move that sections 48, 49, and 50 be omitted. 
motion was to. 

‘motion of Mu. 'Taompsoy verbal amendments were then made in sections 54, 52 

r ble and title were agreed to. bed 
adjourned to Saturday, the 4th June, 
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Bye ae ‘nt: me 
His Honor tHe Lrevrmayt-Govanxon or Buyeat, presiding. " 
J. Granamt, Eso., Acting Advocate-General, |* Banoo Oxoocoot Cuunver Mooxrnzee, 


Tax Hon’six Asuizy Even, Banoo Cuunper Mowun Cxarrens, 
A. Money, Esq., 0.B., T. M. Ropinson, Esg., 

A. R. Taompson, Esq., AND 

VY. H. Scuatcn, Exsa., F. F, Wyman, Esq. 


Tan Hov’ste Asnury Epzn moved that the Bill to appoint commissioners for making 
improvements in thé port of Caleutta be re-considered in order to the settlement of the clauses, 

. The motion was put and agreed to. 

* On the motion of Mx. Ben, the following amendments were made in the Bill :— 

The blank space ir: section 7, which related to the amount of debt due from the eom- 
missioners the Secretary of State for India, was filled up with the words “ten lakhs 
of rupees. 

eertion 8 was struck out, and the following sections were substituted for it :— 


“ VITI_—The, said amount shall be repaid hy the said commissioners to the said Seeretary of State by 
triennial instalments of such amount and at such times as in Schedule (B) to this Act are appomted for the | 
payment thereof’; and every other sum which may become due from the commissioners to eau ci eee 
‘of State shall be, in like manner, by them epsid to him in ten equal-triennial instalments, each of one-tent 
*f ihe amount of such vum,—the frst of such instalments to be paid on the Ist day of April which shall be 
next after the completion of twenty-four calendar months from the day on which such sum shall beéome due, 
ats other instalments to be ah respectively on the ist day of April in every third year, someting Se 
fixed from the payment of the first of such instalments.” 
tho dey te —Interest at the rate of 44 Bee cent. per aunum shall he pia by, the commissioners to the 
said Secretary of State upon all sums which, for the time being, may be ‘im from them upon the 81st 
day of March and the 30th day of Sep toaiiee in each year, the first of such payments of interest ‘upon a 
said stim of ten Inkhs to be calculated from the Ist day of August 1870, and to’be made on the Bist day of 
March in the year 1871; and the first of such payments of interest in respect of any other sum which may 
become due or payable from the said commissioners to the suid Secretary of State to be calculated from the 
day on which such sum shall become due, end to be made on the 31st day of March, or the 30th by GER aR 
tember, whichever may first happen next after such sum shall have become due.” 
A verbal amendment was made in section 17. 
Section 47 was as follows :— 
“At a spocial general meetin; 2 be held in the month of February in each , tho ‘salaried Se big; 
or aicston viesctaiinen all y. before the commissioners a pecker? eitiaate a the « 
income of the jissioners under thie Act for the year commenci a3 on the Ist aes 
sucees , in Such form as the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal shall, by an order published in at Satta 
Gazetto, direct, provided always that such estimate shall be completed and printed, and a copy 
by post or otherwise to each commissioner, at least ten clear days prior to the meeting before ‘whieh the the | 
estimate is to be laid.” 
The words from the beginning to “next succeeding” were omitted, and the following words 
were substituted for them :— 
The salariod chairman or salaried vice-chairman shall, at a special Guneral meoting to bo held within 4h 
two months after the commencement of this Act, lay before tho commissioners a ‘separate estimate of the 
expenditure and income of the commissioners for the period which shall be to come from the 
Gf fis Act ne fo the let ce of April; shull also, at a special general meeting to be 
in each year, lay before ¢he commissioners a like estimate of such income 
astese eommencing on the Ist day of April then next ensuing. estimate 
Fs Verbal amendments were made in sections 49, 55, 57, and 68. 
‘The following new section was introduced after section 59 :— 
qu i iinenarer any goods sball bo Tanited by tho commissioners from ax, 
em, they shall, if thereunto required, give to pay 
as ange the form or lo the effect in Schedule D sot forth, and may in any 
from such yossel during one day ; and no person to whom such rece 
or owner of the vessel from whic, the fhe goods ia n mea Ge wi 


oa Jandel shall be liable for any loss 
ae 80 landed, 
ferbal amendments were made in eect 60, 61 and 62, 
‘The following words were added to section ori 
“And the said goods shail remain subject to all liens-to, ch would have b 
* remained in ihe posromion of Papen Sher py ¥' or eral eae: 
‘A verbal amendment was made in section 87, “ : 
On the motion of Mx. Scuatom verbal amendments were then 





















tome forl and verbal amendment a, onthe motion of Mr. Kony, in tone 


. NR fling “age: poe Jstclegne before Set C:— 


"Derails of tee ae st 
sae pid sera — making improvements in the 


Batinkated 

wats of th vier back a Clot 2 Saggucsinajh Giga! fou Sho wvecuimdaatina eee 
ne 3 

tere jee, with steam cams dnd gods shed on the sizand bank, on 


- oath 
era late Nos. 19: ai pe bank, Calcutta, availble for export traffo on nore 
screw J ie8, with tr i ists, ite onisting 

“north House shed on the strand bank, Caicutia i 
tisae ape fr ‘the “tes of tae aloo employed on the new jeii 











strand Caleutta, «+ 12,010 
two engse Bigye be single crane jetties, Nos. 1 and ,on the strand bank, 
Minor works and expenses, contingent and establishment charges, and cash balance made” 
— 
Total we 20,00,000 
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Grits tp ive in ischarge ERDULE rd Mis amouné hy soot B declared tale d pois 
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Ast August 1873... ay 7 
» ” ae an oye fie 
4 7 1882 
ors 
4 s 191 
8 oe 
“4 1807. : eh ad 
. 1900 oA 
And the following pohedale was introduced after Schedule Cc: 
“SCHEDULE D. 
ha scomeil dade opera mena de the port ep Cideatta: ( 
commisrioner impr in Jeu 
SE SR ER Ct 
e nm a} 
Bee ee peckated)s ototed aod stato of tho contents enaed YF there be ong -egD armas GEN 
For the commissioners for making improvements in the port of Calcutta. ions 
Caxourra: } ie 
dye «WB. 


Seetion 84 was as follows :— 













EN work, the estimated cost of which shall exceed two thousand rupees, shall be ppg 
commissioners, nor shall any contract be entered into by the commissioners in respect of 


work until a ‘and estimate of such work shall have been determined on and ap; 
pve at a aon, and shall have been thereafter submitted to the Lieutenant mand appara by ie of Bengal 


and by him in an order published in the Caloutla Gazette; and in case tho estimated Bove ‘of 
any | new work shall exceed wo lakhs of rupees, the said Licutenant-Governor shall not sanction the 
ee te eto memes io Be Goreeaee General of India in Council 
he motion of Mn. Epx, an amendment was made in this section to the effect that 
of the Lieutenant-Governor should only be necessary in case the cost of any new 

ten thousand rupees. yea 
was adjourned to Saturday, the 11th June. 2 
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